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WHO WERE THESE 60 MEN?
BY SHELBY ROWEN

SIGNERS OF THE TEXAS DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, WASHINGTON-ON-THE-BRAZOS, 1836

“Lawyers, doctors and Indian Chiefs – well not a Chief, just a member of the tribe.” I believe that was
my next to the last line of my column in the Ramblings’ Fall 2018 issue.
Let me tell you a little about those 60 courageous Texas forefathers: Why did they come, where did
they come from, what did they do while they were here, where did they die, and various other tidbits of
trivial information?
I suppose I should warn you that if you are not a fan of statistics, you might want to fast forward to the
next article, but once in a while a few statistics are downright fascinating!! Trying to give some order to
the lists and tally marks I was making, I decided to simply ask myself various questions and then go
searching for the answers. So, here are some of the questions I asked myself:
1) How many of the 60 Signers had come to Texas before the Revolution. October 2, 1835, the
date of the Battle of Gonzales, is considered by most as the official beginning of the Texas

Revolution. I gave the question a little broader range and wondered how many of them had
already been here a couple of years before Gonzales, so I made ‘before 1834’ as the cut-off date.
I was surprised to count exactly half or 30 names. Thirty Anglo names because three didn’t
count; Jose Ruiz and Jose Navarro, uncle and nephew, both born in Texas, and Lorenzo de Zavala,
born in Mexico.
James Gaines probably has the distinction of being the first Anglo of the 60 to live in Texas as
he was here in 1812. However, he did not stay at that time, but did return in 1826. Thomas
Barnett then might be counted as the first of these 30 Anglos having come with the Old 300
families in 1823. James Power came that same year to Mexico, married and then moved into
Texas.
Land was the lure for the majority of these early settlers, land offered for a very small fee.
Land in the United States itself might cost $1.25 an acre and the minimum purchase was 80 acres
with the $100 cost payable immediately. In Texas, a family could receive nearly 5000 acres at
about four cents an acre, a fee that could be paid over a six-year span. A handful of these 30
were basically military men and had come to Texas to participate in skirmishes with the Mexicans
and/or the Indians. Another few were merchants or businessmen and saw an opportunity to
establish general stores, ferry services on the rivers, lodging services or to provide medical and
legal services. Eleven of these 30 had come in the 1820’s, long before unrest with Mexico
developed. However, technically speaking, anyone who moved into Texas after April 6, 1830, was
considered an illegal immigrant! The Mexican government, concerned about the fact that Anglos
were beginning to outnumber Mexican residents, passed a law on that date, forbidding any more
migration from the US into Texas. But they kept coming!!
2) Where did they come from? All over the world is basically the correct answer. Robert Hamilton
came from Scotland, James Power from Ireland, Charles Taylor from England and Michel Menard from
Canada. Twelve of the Signers had been born in Virginia, ten in both North Carolina and Tennessee, five
from Kentucky, four each in South Carolina and Georgia, three from Pennsylvania, two from New York
and one each from Massachusetts, Mississippi and New Jersey. And as I’ve already mentioned, Navarro
and Ruiz had been born here in Mexican Texas and Zavala born in the Yucatan in Mexico. Most of these
men had moved one or more times from their birth place before arriving in Texas. Only 17 show their
birth place and former residence as the same location. I couldn’t help but reflect a moment about the
difference in packing up a family in the 1960’s, 70’s and 80’s, as I had done several times, and packing up
a family in the 1830’s. The courage of these families is almost incomprehensible.
3) How old were these 60 men when they signed the Texas Declaration of Independence? They ranged in
age from 23-24, Junius Mottley, to 69, Collin McKinney. Mottley was killed on April 21, 1836, at the
Battle of San Jacinto, but McKinney lived until 1861, his 95th year. Eleven others were also in their 20’s;
thirty were in their 30’s; ten in their 40’s; seven in their 50’s, President Robert Ellis at 54, being one of
them. This last group also included Sterling Robertson, 50; Elijah Stapp, 52; Robert Hamilton, 53; Jose
Ruiz, 54; Martin Parmer, 58; and James Gaines, 59. Certainly, still young, most of us would say, but male
life expectancy in 1836 was somewhere in the very early 40’s. These were old men who were risking
their lives for the betterment of their fellow Texas residents.
4) What did they do? What did they NOT do is the better question? Are you old enough to remember
the nursery rhyme “Butcher, baker, candlestick maker, Doctor, lawyer, Indian Chief, Tinker, tailor,
soldier, sailor, Rich man, poor man, beggar-man thief?” That’s pretty much the make-up of this motley
crew (no disrespect to Junius above!). There were five doctors, 13 lawyers, 12 who seem to be career
military men, 13 businessmen, one minister, one fur trapper and trader, two surveyors; all were

temporary politicians but at least 35 went on to hold public service/political offices after the signing of
the Texas Declaration of Independence. The name Sam Houston, first president of the new Republic of
Texas, is a synonym for Texas, but do you know the name Edwin Waller? He was the first mayor of
Austin. And by the way, Sam Houston is the “Indian Chief” in the above rhyme. He wasn’t actually a
Chief, but did live with a Cherokee tribe in Tennessee, first while in his teens, and again in his 30’s, all
before coming to Texas. He remained a friend of the Indians all his life.
5) How many lived to see Texas become a State? Texas became a state on December 29, 1845 and one
third of the 60 men did not live to see that milestone. Five did not even live to the end of 1836:
Edward Conrad, Junius Mottley, and David Thomas died of war-related injuries, and Bailey Hardeman and
Lorenzo de Zavala of natural causes before the year was over. Of the remaining of this third, most died
of natural causes: Elijah Stapp actually lived to be 60, four died in their 50’s, another four in their late
30’s and 40’s, but Sydney Pennington died at only 28. Five others had tragic endings: Samuel Fisher and
Robert Potter were both shot to death, each at age 43, Robert Coleman, 37, and James Collinsworth, 32,
drowned, the latter by his own doing, and George Childress, 37, also took his own life. Stephen Everett
and Robert Hamilton had both left Texas and died in New York. And no one knows where or when Jesse
Badgett died, but he had left Texas immediately after independence was declared. In the nine years
between independence and statehood, one third of the signers were deceased. Of the remaining 38 (if
my tally marks are correct!), all but four remained in Texas and were pioneer families in the new State,
many actively participating in the new government. Andrew Briscoe moved to New Orleans where he
died in 1849, William Lacy moved to Kentucky where he died in 1848 and James Gaines had gold rush
fever and died in California about 1856. Herbert Kimble, the secretary, had moved back to Kentucky,
where he died in 1865.
Enough trivia for today. Next time I’m going to repeat that nursery rhyme and tell you about the
butcher and a few of the other assorted roles in that little ditty. And some other assorted details
about the jailbirds and the millionaires.
Do mark your calendars for the first week-end of March 2019, the 2nd and 3rd, and give some thought to
attending some of the festivities at Washington-on-the-Brazos as Texas marks the 183rd anniversary of
its independence. Great history and great fun for all Texas residents, whether you are a newly-arrivedTexan or your family has been here FOREVER!!
See you at the next Texas Research Ramblers Genealogical Society meeting.

TEXAS RESEARCH USING ANCESTRY.COM
BY MARY ANN THOMPSON

The Texas State Library and Archives Commission houses a vast collection of documents related to
Texas government and history and provides a variety of reference services and materials for free public
use at the Lorenzo de Zavala State Archives and Library Building in Austin and the Sam Houston
Regional Library and Research Center in Liberty.

Free access to our records that have been digitized by Ancestry.com is available to Texas residents.
This access requires you to create a free Ancestry.com Texas account. Most of the Texas data
collections have been indexed, which means you can search by name, location, or other keywords. Records
that have not been indexed can be browsed page by page to see what data is available.

What Texas materials are available?
The following data collections are included free to Texans via Ancestry.com:














Alabama, Texas and Virginia, Confederate Pensions, 1884-1958
Texas, Prison Employee Ledgers, 1861-1938
Texas, Muster Roll Index Cards, 1838-1900
Texas, Wills and Probate Records, 1833-1974
Texas, Convict and Conduct Registers, 1875-1945
Texas, Court of Criminal Appeal Indexes, 1892-1947
Texas, Capitol Building Payroll, 1882-1888
Texas, Memorials and Petitions, 1834-1929
Texas, Bonds and Oaths of Office, 1846–1920
Texas, Index Card Collections, 1800-1900
Texas, Voter Registration Lists, 1867-1869
Nacogdoches, Texas, Spanish and Mexican Government Records, 1729-1836
Texas, Land Title Abstracts,1700-2008 (original records held by the Texas General Land Office)

For instructions on creating a free Ancestry.com Texas account, go to the Texas State Library
and Archives Commission website: https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/ancestry

KILLING TWO ANCESTRAL BIRDS WITH ONE STONE
BY HENRY HANSON

We’ve all heard the phrase “Kill Two Birds with One Stone,” and that is what I was able to do when I
finally submitted a DNA sample to Ancestry.com to prove my 5th great grandfather changed his name
from de Xavier to Sevier. Bird #1!
In my family genealogy I have gaps where I have ancestors who are obviously related to my family, but I
have never found any collaborating evidence or proof to that connection. For example, one “gap” is my
4th great grandmother, Sidney Sevier, who was a sister to the first governor of Tennessee, John Sevier.
Bird #2! My 4th great grandfather, John Reddin, has military records, land deeds and legal acquisitions
on file in the Watauga Association settlement, the settlement where the Sevier family moved after
leaving their home in Virginia. Later the Watauga Association was known as the “Free State of Franklin”

before the US Government welched on an agreement with the settlers and allowed it to be annexed into
the state of North Carolina. Today that area is known as Washington County, Tennessee.
There is no known marriage certificate for John and Sidney, but records do show they had nine children,
owned 600 acres on the Nolichuncky River in Washington County, Tennessee, and later sold that land to
John Sevier. Following their land sale, the Reddin family moved to Franklin County, Georgia, where John
Reddin died in 1795.
So, what is the problem? Well, two ladies, Cora Bales Sevier and Nancy Sevier Madden, decided to write
and publish a book in 1961 on the “Sevier Family History and 29 Collateral Family Lineages.” They began
with Don Juan de Xavier of France in the 17th century and his struggles as a
Protestant in that country then his immigration to Holland and later to England
where his son, Valentine, was born in 1702. The book not only follows Don Juan de
Xavier and his son, Valentine de Xavier, from England to the colonies in Virginia in
1740, but also includes vital information about Valentine de Xavier’s changing his
family’s name from de Xavier to Sevier and his marriage to Joannah Goad.
Genealogy books include 11 Sevier-Goad children and their families; these books
also include 18 more Sevier families, but they do not include my 4th grandmother,
Sidney Sevier, and her children with John Reddin.
Anywhere you research Sidney Sevier, it references her father and mother as Valentine Sevier and
Joannah Goad, and usually indicates she is the sister to the first Governor of Tennessee. But the
president of the Sevier Family Reunion says she is not a member of the Sevier family, regardless of
what documentation you may reference.
A cousin of mine on the Reddin family said her father was once a board member of the Sevier
Organization, but the current president emphatically denies that there is a remote chance that Sidney
was the daughter of Valentine and Joannah Sevier.
Then one day about a year ago, I received the results from my DNA test. I not only proved my 5th great
grandfather changed his name fromde Xavier to Sevier, but I also found two matches to the Goad
family. So I “killed two birds with one DNA stone!”
Wouldn’t you agree that makes a wonderful Christmas present? Merry Christmas!

GENEALOGY QUOTE: It’s all relative in the end anyway.

TRIVIA QUESTION: In 1830 a Mexican fort was built near Galveston, Texas and was
named for the ancient capital of the Aztec nation. What was that fort’s name and why was the
fort important in early Texas history?
(Answer on a following page)

Traveling with Henry Hanson on his…….

GENEALOGY TRAILS
My travels this time found me seated in Veterans Park, College Station, Texas on
Veterans Day, November 11, 2018, for the annual calling of names added to the
park’s Memorial Wall of Honor since last Veterans Day.
The speaker this year was General Mark A. Welsh III, who gave a very interesting
life history of his grandfather, who fought in WWI. Following the general’s
speech, the next 30 minutes were spent calling out the 383 new names that have been added to the Wall
of Honor during the past year. When a name was called, someone would answer “HERE,” whether it was
the veteran or a member of that veteran’s family.
Having a list of the names in alphabetical order, I was ready to stand up when my name was called and
answer “Here.” Towards the back of the list, I found my third cousin’s name, Thomas Henry Ralph, listed
and was perplexed as to who placed my cousin’s name on the Wall of Honor as he was killed in 1968 in
Vietnam. I did know, however, that Thomas Henry Ralph graduated from Texas A&M in 1962 and
received a commission in the Marine Corps. Tom married shortly after his graduation and had a fouryear-old girl and a one-year-old son when he died in 1968.
When the time came for Thomas Henry Ralph’s name to be called, I stood again to answer when a voice in
the back answered “Here.” The following week I spent time making contact with relatives, asking who
they thought might have registered Tom’s name after all these years.
I finally heard from Tom’s brother, Sam Ralph, who told me that it was Tom’s son, Thomas Andrew Ralph,
who had registered his dad and was present to answer the roll call that day. It could not have been a
better resolution to my question than to learn that a son, after 50 years, paid tribute to a father he
never knew, but recognized as a hero.

Tom and a good friend of mine, Ernest Gojdowski, both died in Vietnam and they are two fallen heroes I
remember every time I stand for the National Anthem. I’m sure we all have our heroes to celebrate on
Veterans Day.

Answer to Trivia Question: Fort Anahuac
BY MARY JANE MILLENDER

In the late 1820s the Mexican government began to worry that too many American citizens were
entering Texas, bringing their families, claiming thousands of acres of cheap land and perhaps pushing
the American government to extend it western boundaries and annex all the American citizen-owned land
in Texas. The Mexican government decided to take action to prevent this from happening; it also needed
more funds to build its army. Thus the Law of April 6, 1830; Mexico’s version of The Stamp Act?
In 1830 a small fort was built by Mexican convicts on the Trinity River just east of Houston on Galveston
Bay. It overlooked an area called San Jacinto, a plain that would play a huge part in Texas history within
a few years. Galveston at this time in Texas history was the largest town in Texas and also the most
important port.
The Mexican government planned to build five more forts to guard other major immigrant entry areas.
They named this fort Anahuac, after the ancient home of the Aztecs. And in 1832, almost four years
prior to Goliad, Gonzales, the Alamo and the Battle of San Jacinto, early Texians and the Mexican Army
faced each other in an armed skirmish at Fort Anahuac, a “skirmish” that may have been the first step
toward the Texas Revolution.
So what was in this new law, passed on April 6, 1830, that was the first step toward a Texian revolt? A
lot! It cancelled all empresarial land grants, closed Texas’ immigration entry ports, outlawed legal
immigrants from crossing the border between the U. S. and Texas and declared custom duties on all
goods entering Texas from the United States. Mexico didn’t want any more Americans within their
borders, but they did want money from those already living in Texas.
Texians in the Anahuac area began to worry when they learned that a Mexican outpost was to be built
near them. Anxiety and distrust increased, especially when word was received that the fort’s commander
would be a Col. Juan Davis Bradburn, a Kentuckian serving as an officer in the Mexican army, whose
orders, they learned, were to increase the Mexican army’s presence in Texas and to enforce the hated
Law of April 6, 1830. Settlers were outraged that an American in the Mexican army would now be in
charge of the new fort and would have the power to control their lives homes and lives.
Still another insult to the settlers was soon put in place: The Mexico government began encouraging
Europeans and Mexicans to enter Texas, enticing them with free land. Another push toward action. The

“red lines” were being drawn and frustrated Texians wouldn’t wait much longer before letting their
displeasure call for action. And who would be one of the leaders of this early uprising against Mexico? A
young man from the state of Alabama named William Barret Travis.
From the beginning, Col. Bradburn and the early settlers didn’t get along with each other. The Texians
didn’t trust Mexico and Mexico didn’t trust the settlers. Because of the April 6, 1830 law, ship captains
with cargo bound for Galveston were now forced to sail into Anahuac for custom inspections prior to
unloading their cargo in Galveston. Anahuac was out of the main sailing lanes, which made sailing into
Anahuac dangerous for ship and crew. And a delay in delivering their goods. Merchants hated the new
tariff, which meant higher prices for them and for their customers. Families with approved land grants
were now stopped at the border and denied entry into Texas, but Europeans and Mexicans were
encouraged to enter and stay.
Editor’s Note: My g.g.g. grandparents, Martha and William Clark, Jr., and their three young children, were on their way
to Texas when the Texas border was closed. They were forced to stop in Louisiana for several years; sometime in about
1835 they crossed the Sabine River (legally or illegally, I don’t know) and entered Texas. They stayed in Sabine County
and in 1836, William Clark, Jr., with 59 other men, signed the Texas Declaration of Independence in Washington-on-the
Brazos.)

William B. Travis practiced law with a young partner in Anahuac. His name was
Patrick Jack and Jack organized his own military group to prepare Anahuac
settlers for their imminent protests against the Mexican soldiers. Col.
Bradburn declared Jack’s militia was illegal and Jack was arrested and
imprisoned in the fort. Although Bradburn soon released Jack, bad feelings
continued to grow. Women and children left the area; many settlers were
arrested and placed in Fort Anahuac’s guardhouse. Tensions grew, grievances
multiplied on both sides; more arrests and outrages occurred until finally on
WM. B. TRAVIS, 1835

July 1, 1832, Col. Bradburn turned over his command to another officer and
fled, realizing that the Texians and their now very large militia could not be

stopped. The fort only had ten officers and 285 soldiers at that time.
However, in the summer of 1835, General Santa Anna, now in power as the president of Mexico, ordered
troops back to Texas to reclaim Fort Anahuac, to continue turning back both legal and illegal immigrants
from crossing the Texas borders and to start collecting hated custom tariffs again. Texians, by now had
had enough and the ever-growing Texian militia, under the leadership of William B. Travis, attacked the
Mexican force from the Gulf and from land. The Texians were victorious. And shortly after, the Texas
Revolution began.

SCENE FROM FT ANAHUAC PARK

UPCOMING RAMBLER PROGRAMS
BY JERRY NELSON

Jan 30 2019 – “What’s New at Carnegie Library” by Rachel Medders
Feb 27 2019 – “Facebook and Genealogy” by Shelby Rowan
Mar 27 2019 – “Swedish Genealogy” by Noel Garmillion

GENEALOGY COMPUTER USERS GROUP
BY JERRY MARKOWICH

Jan 15 2019 – “How to Search the DAR Records” by Jane Ranck
Feb 20 2019 – “Best State Web Sites” by Jerry Markowich
Mar 20 2019 – TBA

FAMILY HISTORY WRITERS GROUP
BY JANE MAGILL

Jan 9 2019 – “Civil War Ancestors” by Rhona Bauer and Bob Hensz

ANCESTRAL FOOD RECIPES FROM RAMBLERS’ SUMMER BUFFET
2018

During our July 2018 meeting, we elected club officers for the coming year and following the election,
we enjoyed a luncheon buffet of dishes made by members from old family recipes.

Members who brought dishes made from ancestral recipes were:
Bobbie Middleton, a 6th generation Texan, brought southern pecan pie.
Mary Cunningham, of English ancestry, brought cucumber sandwiches for high tea.
Shelby Rowan showed her Swedish ancestry with her family’s Swedish sweet fruit soup & Swedish spice
cake
Ed Biskup, of Czech Republic ancestry, brought kolaches and explained about kolaches.
Jerry Markowich, of Croatia ancestry, brought povatica, a thin bread used in the Croatian holiday nut
roll he brought to share.
Jean Kotria, of Czech Republic ancestry, brought Czech sausage, made using a cold process. Tom
Rosedahl, whose ancestors came from Norway, brought krum kake, like an ice cream cone and filled with
whipped cream.

Jane Magill, of Northern Irish ancestry, made a breakfast bread from Northern Ireland, called Barm
Brack from her Pickering family recipe.

Below are some of the recipes for the foods mentioned above:
Bobbie Middleton’s recipe for Golden Pecan pie from her mother, Elsie Fern Powers Harvey’s
recipe:
3 eggs
1 C. Karo light Corn Syrup
1 C. sugar
2 T, margarine
1 tsp vanilla
1/8 tsp salt
1 C. pecan halves
Beat eggs, and add next 5 ingredients. Stir in Pecans. Pour into unbaked pastry shell. Bake @ 350
degrees for 55 minutes. Cool.
*******

Jane Magill’s recipe for Barm Brack, breakfast bread from Northern Ireland; recipe is from her
cousin, Jill Pickering, b. Magherlin, Northern Ireland:
Set oven @ 335F.
1 lb. of self-rising flour
Half a pound of sugar, preferably brown sugar
Half a pint of hot tea. (I use Bigelow’s Perfect Peach herbal tea)
1 pound of dried fruit (raisins, currants. dried apricots or sultanas), chopped
2 large eggs
optional - 2 oz. preserved cherries for decoration; 1 oz. shredded orange peel, 1 oz. chopped
orange peel
1. Make half a pint of hot tea
2. Dissolve half pound of brown sugar in the hot tea in a pan over moderate heat
3. Add all the chopped fruit (except the cherries as they go on the top of the loaf)

4. The fruit can be put in to the hot tea and sugar with the peel to swell overnight or soaked for up to
8 hours
5. When it is well soaked add the flour, the beaten eggs and beat well with a wooden spoon. Make sure
there are no lumps. Batter will be very thick and sticky
6. Pour into a greased loaf tin or two. This makes quite a big loaf and I cook mine in a large square tin at
a fairly low temperature (335F)
7. Bake for an hour. Pierce the loaf with a knife to make sure it is cooked right through
*******

Shelby Rowans’ Swedish Spice Cake or Kryddkaka:
1 ¼ C. oatmeal (Quick Quaker Oats)
1 ¼ C. flour
1 C. sugar
1 ¼ C. milk
1 tsp ginger
1 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp cloves
½ tsp cardamom
2½ tsp baking soda
Mix all dry ingredients together. Add milk and stir until mixed. Pour into greased and floured loaf pan.
Bake 35 to 45 minutes @ 350 degrees. (Turn down heat to 325 degrees if it seems too hot.)
*Thought that the cardamom flavor was too subtle and intend to make it ¾ tsp next time.

Shelby Rowan’s Fruktsoppa (Swedish fruit soup):
Cut into pieces and soak 2-3 hours in 2 qts. water:
1 C. (6 oz) dried apricots
3 oz dried apples
½ C. (3 oz) dried peaches
3 ½ oz dried prunes
½ C. (2 ½ oz) dark raisins
Add to the same pot:
¼ C. sugar
3 T quick-cooking tapioca
1 3-inch piece dark cinnamon
1 tsp grated orange peel
Bring to boil, reduce heat and simmer 30-60 minutes depending on how tender you like to fruit. (I like to
let mine gently simmer 2 hours.) Remove from heat and stir in 1 cup red raspberry fruit syrup. Delicious
warm or cold, perhaps with a dollop of whipped cream and slivered almonds if desired. Freezes well.

RUTH SHAW SAMPLING SHELBY'S FRUIT SOUP
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