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TEACHING EARLY TEXANS
First Public School Opens in 1839
Reprinted from The Copano Bay Press

From the time of the Republic our elected leaders formulated grand and noble plans for
educating Texas youngsters, but implementation never lived up to them. Development of our
education system came in fits and starts.
The first public school in Texas was established in Houston in 1839. Tuition was three dollars
per month, but the city fathers provided for poor children. The public notice of the school's
opening also concluded with the following:
"Parents whose circumstances will not permit them to pay the price
of tuition are also notified that by applying to the mayor they can
obtain a certificate which will authorize them to send their children
to the city school free of charge."
But for the vast majority of Texas kids, despite the best public
intentions, schooling was strictly a private affair. Every community of any size had its
"professor,” "doctor" or "reverend" who captained an academy, institute or seminary.
From 1848 to 1854, Mrs. Eliza Todd instructed the girls of Red River, Bowie and Lamar Counties
at the Clarksville Female Institute. Advertisements for the CFI made it clear that:
"...the Bible is in daily use in her school; she believes it to be the purest fountain of all wisdom;
and as such its historical and moral facts and precepts are dwelt upon and enforced."
Tuition was $20 for a five month term. Knowing the remittance habits of her patrons from long
experience, Mrs. Todd beseeched them to “be punctual in making partial payments at least at
the end of each term. A large and expensive boarding establishment cannot be carried on
without some ready money."

Down in Brazoria, Professor Rowely's Male and Female Academy offered advanced course work
in "Mensuration of conic sections, superficies of solids, surveying and bookkeeping" for $20 per
quarter.
Professor Rowley was evidently a Renaissance man as he also offered instruction in ancient
history, drawing and painting. During the last years of the Republic, the Rev. and Mrs. C. S. Ives
moved to Matagorda and established the Matagorda Academy. They offered to teach any child
the three R’s in exchange for three dollars monthly. Being shrewd New Englanders, the Ives
made it known that price was in US funds and that "Texas money will be received at its market
rates."
The Texas English and German Academy, founded in Austin by Professor Jacob Bickler,
offered a complete curriculum in science, mathematics, literature, history and languages. His
faculty was arguably the best in the state for a generation.
The fortunate students could even learn painting from the great Hermann Lungkwitz, who was
Professor Bickler's father-in-law.
The professor was quite literally of the “old school” and did not care a wit about his pupils'
self- esteem. They were there to learn and they would learn or leave. And they'd better
behave, because Professor Bickler, like Santa Claus, was making a list and checking it twice.
Prof. Bickler’s List:
•
•

"Disappeared (took French leave.”

•

"Dismissed on account of general worthlessness."

•
•

"Incapable of speaking the truth."

"Expelled for disgraceful conduct."

"Is neither obedient, truthful or studious."

Lest you think Professor Bickler was without mercy, this final notation is evidence that he was
willing to give second chances:
"Expelled. Entered the school house by stealth late in the evening and stole my new
mattress on Oct. 20. His own mother informed me of the fact, which he first stoically denied,
but afterwards admitted. Was received back on trial after expressing great sorrow and
promising good behavior. Did not keep his word, played truant, lied about it and was expelled."
His former students, those he didn't expel, were grateful for the knowledge and discipline
they received while in his charge. When Jacob Bickler died, they paid to place a granite obelisk
atop his grave. It's inscribed:

“He lifted us further from the dust and gave us a wider view. "

A little local history…….
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN’S TIES TO BRYAN, TEXAS
By Mary Jane Millender

Stephen F. Austin was residing in the new Texas capital of Columbia (now West Columbia) when
he caught a severe cold; doctors rushed to his bedside, but the “Father of Texas” died of
pneumonia on December 27, 1836. He was only 42 years old. Having no children, his entire
estate, which included 162,000 acres of land, was inherited by his younger sister, Emily Austin
Bryan Perry.
Emily, born in 1795 in Virginia, was living in Missouri when
she married James Bryan, her first husband, in 1813. By
the time of his death in 1822, Emily had given birth to
five children, including Guy Morrison and William Joel
Bryan. In 1824 Emily married James Franklin Perry and
they had six children.
Between 1830-31, Emily and her second husband had
moved from Missouri to Brazoria County, which pleased
her brother Stephen so much he awarded the couple 11
leagues of land. Together Stephen and Emily Austin owned
210,708 of land between the Trinity and Lavaca Rivers,
from the Gulf of Mexico on the south to the Old San
Antonio Road on the north. Soon after Stephen F. Austin’s
death in 1836, Emily and her husband James probated
Austin’s estate and assigned his land to their six surviving children. Land assigned to their
eldest child, William Joel Bryan, was located along the Brazos River; in 1841 this packet of land
became Brazos County.
In December, 1859 the Houston and Central Texas Railroad approached Brazos County and the
nephew of Stephen F. Austin gave the railroad the right of way on land that he owned…the town
that started up was named in Bryan’s honor. Bryan, Texas, was officially incorporated in 1871.
Guy M. Bryan, Jr., Stephen F. Austin’s great nephew, moved from Brazoria County where he was
born to Bryan in 1866. After becoming active in the Bryan community, Guy Bryan, Jr. started a
new bank in 1873 with partners Major Frank Clarke and Dr. J. W. Hawkes. In 1886 Bryan
merged with another local banker, J. S. Fowlkes, and their new bank, after obtaining a national

bank charter, became THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF BRYAN.
And today, Stephen F. Austin’s ties to the city of Bryan, Texas are securely intact: the city’s
name remains Bryan and the First National Bank of Bryan is still in business, each a reminder of
this area’s own relationship to the Austin Family and its legacy.

HISTORY OF NACOGDOCHES COUNTY,TEXAS
BY CATHY PULLEY

Since not everyone’s families may have been born, raised and buried here in Brazos County, I
would like to share some information I have gathered about Nacogdoches County. Not knowing
where or when your lineage may have resided in the County, here’s some history.
Researchers have found proof of Indian settlements in this area as far back as 9200 BC, and
around 800 AD the area was occupied by three tribes that made up the Caddo Confederacy.
These three tribes referred to each other as “tayshas,” meaning “ally” or “friend”—so that’s
where Texas got its name.
Early on, the eastern frontier of the Spanish expeditions from Mexico was Nacogdoches
County. But in the early 1500s, Spain sent an expedition of 700 under Hernando de Soto
westward from Florida to find a route to Mexico. After de Soto died somewhere near the
Mississippi River, the remaining 300 continued under the leadership of Luis de Moscoso
Alvarado, and they arrived at the village of the Naçacahoz Indians on September 26, 1542.
Alvarado had followed one of two Indian trade routes that crossed at what is now downtown
Nacogdoches. His route is now commonly referred to locally as the “OSR”, and the other Indian
trail now follows Highway 259 through the city. Spanish occupancy came and went over the
next 250 years.
It wasn’t until the spring of 1716 that the first three missions were built in the county—one of
them in the same Naçacahoz village, near what is now downtown Nacogdoches.
The first recorded burial was Father Mendoza in 1718 in what was aptly named the Spanish
Cemetery, which was located on the grounds where the current County Courthouse was built in
1912. At the time of construction, all the graves were relocated to the nearby Oak Grove
Cemetery where a plaque was erected noting the event.

In 1778, the first European settlement was established in this huge county that covered all the
land east of the Trinity River, and south of the Red River. Since then, many counties have been
created out of the original county. Records show that in 1792, 86 of the 125 “foreigners” in
Texas lived in Nacogdoches County.
The City of Nacogdoches has been the site of many historic battles, both between Mexican
rebels fighting

Spain, and later

between the

Mexican Army and

Texans fighting for

independence—

beginning as early

as August 1832.

Several well-known

Nacogdoches

County residents

fought for Texas

Independence—men

like Adolphus

Sterne, Sam

Houston, Thomas J.

Rusk and William

Goyens..

At the 180

cemeteries I was

able to locate, it was refreshing to see many still observe the traits passed down from those
earliest European settlers—hilltop location, scraped ground, mounded graves, and at least one
annual “homecoming” where the individual graves are re-mounded, gravestones are cleaned, the
ground is literally swept clean, and families share memories. Once independence was confirmed,
European Americans began to flock to the state. Steamboats brought people and trade goods
beginning in 1847, and the next twenty years saw growth of settlements, churches, and schools.
When the railroads expanded into the county in the late 1800s, the primary cash crop moved
from cotton to lumber, and for the next 50 years, lumbering communities with their cemeteries
sprang up all over. However, the lumber industry was virtually destroyed by the 1929 Great
Depression. When the farmers and lumber communities had to sell out to move to larger cities
for work, many of those small homestead and community cemeteries became neglected, in
disrepair, and some were lost forever community cemeteries became neglected, in disrepair, and
some were lost forever.
Most of the cemeteries I found were in at least good condition, but not all. Often those found
on private land were used for brush piles, or stock and tractors had been given free range to
run over stones. Despite Texas laws governing cemetery access and care, these landowners
chose to ignore them. In a few cases, my arrival caused them to “clean up their act” and a few
more to pursue obtaining state historic site status because of age or those who are buried

there. Perhaps in a future article I can deal with the ages, etc, of those cemeteries I found.
In the meantime, if you have a specific Nacogdoches County cemetery you are interested in, I
will be happy to share what information I may have, and I wish all Happy Hunting.

SAN ANTONIO 1841

The Memoirs of Mary A. Maverick, Texas Pioneer
Reprinted from The Copano Bay Press

"President Lamar visited San Antonio in June. A grand ball was given for him in Mrs. Yturri's
long room (all
considerable houses had a long
room for receptions.)
The room was decorated with
flags and evergreens;
flowers were not much
cultivated then. At the
ball, General Lamar wore very
wide white pants, which
at the same time were short
enough to show the tops
of his shoes.
General Lamar and Mrs.
Mayor, opened the ball
so fat that the General
a firm hold on her waist,
that we were forced to
a polite and brave
conversationalist, but he

Juan N. Seguin, wife of the
with a waltz. Mrs. Seguin was
ad great difficulty in getting
and they cut such a figure
smile. The General was a poet,
gentleman and a first rate
did not dance well.

At the ball, Jack Hays,
Mike Chevalier, and John
Howard (Texas Rangers)
had but one dress coat
between them, and they agreed to use the coat and dance in turn. The two not dancing would
stand at the hall door watching the happy one who was enjoying his turn and they reminded him
when it was time for him to step out of that coat. Great fun was it watching them and listening
to their wit and mischief as they made faces and shook their fists at the dancing one."
So said Mary Maverick in her memoir. She was a straight-forward writer and gave her memoir a
straight-forward title: The Memoirs of Mary A. Maverick.
In case you didn't know, Mary was the wife of Samuel Maverick, the man who refused to brand

his cattle, and thereby branded future independent thinkers with his name. Mary was the first
American woman to set up house in San Antonio. She witnessed the Council House fight, the

An Old English Epitaph
Here Lies Ann Mann,
Who Lived Life as an Old Maid,
But Died as an Old Mann.
Dec. 8, 1767

THE MAGNA CARTA
By Jane Magill

The Magna Carta is perhaps the most important legal document in western history.
King John took away many lands, estates and money from the Lords and Barons in England in the
early 1200s, 800 years ago for no other reason than King John wanted
them for himself. He sometimes exiled Barons and Lords from
England for no valid reason. It was grievances like these that drove
the Barons to revolt against John. The Barons were determined to
regain their rights to hold their lands and not be exiled. If they had
to start a civil war against King John to stop him, they were prepared
to do that.
In Spring, 1215, Robert Fitzwalter, leader of the Barons and ancestor
of Daniel and Lucie O’Brien, confronted King John and the king said he
would do what they asked. The head of the Church of England, Stephen Langton, Archbishop of
Canterbury, asked the Barons to include the lower knights and lesser lords. Fitzwalter and the
other Barons agreed.
Then followed several weeks of discussion and a document called the Articles of the Barons.
King John signed it, not happily, because he had given away a lot of his power over the Barons

and over the people. In addition, he was forced to order his clerks to covert the document to a
Royal Charter that was called the Magna Carta.

His clerks prepared many copies of the

Magna Carta and the Barons took a copy to the sheriff of each county in England to make sure
that it would be enforced throughout England.
Some of the laws of the Magna Carta are in the US Constitution and in laws of every state in
the United States. The right to due process is a right that Robert Fitzwalter and the Barons
of England forced out of King John and this right has been passed down to millions and millions
of people with English heritage.
When our founding fathers wrote the laws that would govern our country (our Constitution),
they all realized the importance of the laws set down in the Magna Carta , especially the right

to due process. Due Process entitles US citizens to be released from jail after two days
unless police have a very good reason to hold them. Also it guarantees that those accused of a
crime may have a trial by a jury of their peers.
The Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments to the US Constitution each contain a Due Process
Clause. Due Process deals with the administration of justice and acts as a safe guard from
denial of life, liberty, or property by the Government unless laws are broken.

What is the longest
river in Texas?
Find answer on a back page.

THE “DRAKE” BRICK WALL
BY PAMELA JOHNSON

All my life I had been told that we were descended from Sir Francis Drake. My grandfather,
my dad and my sister all had “Drake” as their middle name. I had always wished my middle name
was “Drake,” instead of what I got stuck with. I became interested in genealogy in 1973 when
my dad received copies of his mom’s genealogical research. In it was an intriguing list of names
like Strong, Dawsonne Drake, Robert Alsop and Pollexfen. But the one sentence which rally
attracted my attention was: His mother (my 2nd great grandmother, Emily Margaretta Stong)

was the daughter of Rev. Strong of Brampton Abbotts, near Ross, Herefordshire, England, who
is a blood descendant of Sir Francis Drake. And so began my search in earnest. Unfortunately,
my grandmother Williams had not found the Drake link, like I
was so hoping.
I went over and over the list of names, trying to figure out how
they fit together. On the left was a list of STRONG names
with dates starting with Thomas of Chardstock, born 1584, on
down to Emily Margaretta Strong, my 2nd great grandmother,
wife of Rev. Benjamin Thomas Williams, who died of yellow
fever in Demerara, British Guiana, South America. On the right
side, were names of obvious wives and some unknown men and
women. (In the end I finally was able to prove that some of the
women were married to the various Strongs listed on the left;
the other names were children and their wives—it was a mixed-up list, for sure.)
I hired a genealogist in England, who was able to find a lot of information on some of the Strong
men and their wives, birth/marriage/death certificates, and the certification of ordination for
my 2nd great grandfather Williams, husband of Emily, who was a “blood descendant of Sir
Francis Drake.” But I wasn’t any closer to finding the link I really wanted!
I searched through countless books and had my list of Williams and Strong names and another
list of the Drake family coming forward to a certain point, but I was missing a generation or two
between the two sets of families. I looked through books at the San Antonio library and then,
when I moved to Bryan, looked through the Bryan library and the A&M library. Through the
A&M library, I discovered “Library Loan” and sent off for books. Remember, this was preinternet days. I would get a new book and go looking only to be disappointed.
Then one day in the late 190s, a Library Loan order came in with three books. I went to the A
library, expecting to check them out and take them home. But these books could not be
checked out so I had to sit there and read. The first two were a total disappointment—
interesting, but not what I was looking for. When I opened up the third one to the Strong
names, I found it was almost a copy of another book I had seen already. I kept reading, just in
case there was new material in it. Then I turned the last page…and there was the lineage of
Emily’s mother, which had always been missing from everything I’d looked at before and which
had been left out of the earlier version. As I read, the familiar names washed over me.
Emily Margaretta Strong was the daughter of the Rev. Robert Strong and Sophia Margaretta
Bean. Sophia’s parents were James Bean and Cornelia Barlow. Cornelia’s parents were

Samuel Barlow and Anne Drake. I was so excited, I almost screamed, but remembered that I
was in a library. So I mentally jumped up and down.
When I go home, I looked at my Drake lineage and there was Anne
Drake! She was the daughter of George Drake and Sophia Bugden.
George’s parents were Sir Francis Drake (lll)
and Elizabeth Pollexfen. Francis’ parents were Major Thomas Drake and
Susan Crimes. Thomas’ parents were Sir Francis Drake (ll) and Joanna
Strode/Strowe. Francis’ parents were Thomas and Elizabeth Gregorie.
Thomas was brother to Sir Francis Drake, the great Elizabethan
admiral, who died without issue. Oops! Can’t be a direct descendant,
but, with more research, I found that Thomas accompanied his
brother, Sir Francis Drake, on most of his voyages, including the famous trip around the world.
So, Thomas and his brother were the first Englishmen to circumnavigate the world.
Fortunately, I was able to tell my dad truth behind the family story.

Answer to TRIVIA QUESTION:
The Brazos River is the longest river in Texas,
beginning in north Texas and flowing 840 miles
south to the Gulf of Mexico.
The Spanish named it Rio de los Brazos de Dios” or
“The River of the Arms of God.”

THE BRAZOS RIVER AND TEXAS HISTORY
On April 17, 1837 the Republic of Texas Navy fought its final battle against Mexico and the
Mexican Navy on the Brazos River near Velasco, Texas. Months after the battle of San Jacinto
and a promise from Santa Anna that Texas would be free and independent, the Texas Navy
continued fighting as further assurance that Mexico would follow through on its promise to
grant independence to Texas. The Independence, a Texas Navy schooner, was sailing near the
mouth of the Brazos River on the morning of April 17, 1837 when two Mexican brigs, the

Vencedor del Alamo and the Liberator, were sighted.

The Independence’s captain, George W. Wheelwright, realizing that his ship was both
outnumbered and outmanned, headed up the Brazos River for protection at the small riverside
town of Velasco, Texas.
The Mexican brigs followed and eventually sailed within cannon fire distance of the smaller
Texas boat. For about two hours
the Independence continued its
flight toward Velasco,
occasionally exchanging cannon
fire with the Mexicans. Close to
noon that same day, Captain
Wheelwright stopped at the river
town and as the townspeople
looked on, began firing once again
at the two brigs closed in on the
Texans.
During the battle, Captain
Wheelwright, severely wounded,
ordered Lt. John W. Taylor, second in command, to surrender. All officers and crew of the

Independence were taken prisoner and sent to jails in Matamoras. Eventually some escaped and
others were freed.
Later the day of the Brazos River battle, a Mexican seaman found a lone 8-pounder gun, which
had been captured by the Texans during the Battle of San Jacinto in 1836. The Mexican Navy
commissioned the Independence into its Veracruz Squadron under the name La Independencia,
using the schooner to continue its fight against the Texans in the Gulf of Mexico.
But, in the end, Texas captured its own independence and the Mexicans captured a cannon and
a schooner!
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