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SIGNERS OF THE TEXAS DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE—PART 1
BY SHELBY ROWAN

I have promised your editor for some time that I would write a column for Ramblings and I need to begin
keeping my promise. One of the fun hats that I wear is that of Genealogical Consultant for the Star of
the Republic Museum at Washington-on-the-Brazos. My association with the museum began in May or
June of 2010 when, as some others of you did, I volunteered to research one or more of the Signers of
the Texas Declaration of Independence, create their family tree, and look for living descendants.

I initially did Stephen Blount, Charles Taylor and William Clark., Jr. After the 175th Anniversary in 2011,
I stayed on, with three others, to deal with just one fourth of the 60 names. (There were only 59
signers, but the secretary, Herbert Kimble, is given equal status.) Then in 2015 I was asked to take over
responsibility for all 60 files and try to find as many descendants as I could find. It has been great fun!!
I’ve had some delightful conversations with people and learned some interesting facts about these
founders and heroes of Texas – some who came to Texas with already established hero-like status and
some who came as escapees from some previous indiscretion and turned out to be a hero!! About 99 and
9/10 percent of those I’ve talked to were very interested in either their already known relationship to a
Signer or excited to learn this fact. That 1/10 percent person, who told me that no one in his family was
interested? – well, his mother called me the next day and told me not to pay any attention to HIM, SHE
was very interested!!!

To-date, we have found over 22,000 descendants and around 8500 of those are still living. Twelve
Signers have no known descendants, Brigham, J. Fisher, LeGrand, Menard, Moore, Mottley, Collinsworth,
Conrad, Hamilton, Pennington, Thomas, and Turner. The last six never married. It is my understanding
that of all our Rambler members, Mary Jane Millender is the only descendant and her Signer is William
Clark, Jr. If I am incorrect about that, please let me know.
You can read more about each signer online by going to the Texas Handbook of History Online. You can
also find the family trees that were created at the Museum’s website, starmuseum.org, or by searching
for each Signer by name on ancestry.com. In the coming newsletters I will tell you some facts about
each of the Signers and/or some of the interesting little details that I have discovered in my research
about some of their descendants…so stay tuned. In the meantime, I hope to see you at a Ramblers’
meeting.
***********

TRAVELING WITH HENRY HANSON ON HIS……

GENEALOGY TRAILS
In 1969 after Nancy and I returned to Sweeny, Texas from Charleston, South Carolina after my military
obligation was completed, we began to visit Nancy’s grandmother, who lived three miles east of Yoakum
on Texas Highway 111.
Nancy was researching her paternal family and she and her grandmother had a special relationship, and I
would drop whatever I had going when Nancy decided she needed to visit her grandmother. Driving down
Highway 111 between Edna and Yoakum, there is a distance of 32 miles without even a blinking light. So
during the next 20 years when we’d visit Nancy’s grandmother, we’d try every possible road from Sweeny
to Yoakum.
On one return trip to Sweeny, we decided to stop in Edna at the Jackson County Museum, a new
establishment on the square in downtown Edna, across the street from the county courthouse. In our
guided tour of the museum, we learned that Edna was not the original county seat of Jackson County,
that the first county seat was a town named Texana, located only seven miles from Edna.
Texana was established in 1832 on the Navidad River by Dr. Francis F. Wells, one of Stephen F. Austin’s
Old Three Hundred colonists, and his sister-in-law, Pamelia McNutt Porter. The town was originally
named Santa Anna after Antonio López de Santa Anna. However, the Mexican soldier/ politician’s
popularity soon waned and residents changed the name to Texana in 1835.
During the Texas Revolution, the town served as a busy port of entry with as many as 20 vessels a week
docked there as a training camp for American volunteers. When the war ended and the Republic was
organized into counties, Texana became the seat of Jackson County. The Navidad River was a navigable

river then, and boats were able to not only dock there, but also turn around at Texana. In mid-1836,
New York capitalists Augustus and John Allen, in search of a site for an inland deep-water port,
approached Wells about buying the land on which Texana was located. After making their survey of the
entire Gulf coast, the Allen brothers decided in favor of Texana as it was the farthest inland Texas port
with no obstruction. When the Allens offered Wells a substantial sum, Wells set a price twice that
amount. The Allens declined and one of the brothers told old Wells that ”never will this town amount to
anything; I curse it. You will live to see rabbits and other animals inhabiting its streets.” The Allens then
settled on land on Buffalo Bayou and there they established their dream city of Houston.
The town of Texana flourished as late as 1880, but when the New York, Texas and Mexican Railroad
met with the citizens of Texana and asked for $30,000 to insure that the railroad would place its tracks
near their town, the offer was turned down. The railroad bypassed the town, putting the tracks seven
miles north of Texana and the county seat was soon moved to Edna. By 1884 Texana became a ghost
town when its citizens moved to be closer to the railroad.
Lake Texana, a reservoir on the Navidad River, currently covers Texana as a result of the Palmetto Bend
Dam, which was finished in 1979. The lake serves as a popular recreation destination for visitors.
During the August, 2017 rain and flooding from Hurricane Harvey, I am personally reminded that the
disaster in Houston might have been avoided had it not been for a greedy man named Francis F. Wells.

Did You Know That……

eBay CAN BE USED AS A RESEARCH TOOL?
BY MARY JANE MILLENDER

How many genealogists have ever used eBay as a family research tool? In years past, I have sold antique
collectibles on this site, but never before, until recently that is, did I ever consider researching eBay
for personal or domestic items that might have been part of one of my ancestors’ lives. Amazing what is
“one person’s trash is another person’s treasure” and how that “trash” may be for sale on eBay.
And now, according to Dick Eastman’s online newsletter, eBay has a Saved Search Feature that allows
you to specify your personal search terms for items being sold. And it only takes one time to tell eBay
that you’re looking for family items relating to an ancestor’s name. By using this feature, you won’t have
to keep checking eBay listings; when an item is listed that fits your saved search, eBay will send you an
email notifying you when your item shows up. A great time saver.
Recently Dick Eastman found a photograph of his great grandfather’s home by using eBay’s Saved
Search Feature. Old family Bibles, books, photographs of early ancestors’ homes, clothing, ancestors’
tintypes, and other family memorabilia have all been found using this eBay search feature. And no need
to worry about sellers tracing your identification when a listing is sent to you to review. Sellers are
never aware or notified about your interest; only you decide if the price and item are right for you. Nor
do other buyers know you have been alerted.

Step One: Type in a few words in the search box to describe the item you’re looking for. You can always
add more detains later if you’re not receiving items you wanted. Hit Search and items having those “key”
words will appear.
Step Two: Click on the Add to Favorite Search link. You now have the power to never miss an item
listing.
Step Three: Select the Create New Search option button. The Search Name already includes the words
you entered into your search so you don’t have to name your search, but you can change the name.
Step Four: Make sure you’ve checked the email notification box. You will be notified if any seller lists
your special item in either an auction or a store. You can then review the item and have plenty of time to
bid or use the Buy It Now feature. You can even tell eBay how long to keep looking for the item. Just
set the email preference by using the drop-down box and choose for: 7 days, 14 days, 1 month, 2 months,
3 months, 6 months or 1 year.
Step Five: Hit Save Search. No pressures, no hassles. If not happy with your search, change/delete it.

Trivia Question:
What was the name of Austin, Texas in 1839?
(Find answer on a following page.)

HOW I REMOVED BRICKS FROM MY BRICK Wall in
2017
BY RHONDA BAUER, RICH BOIVIE AND JANE MAGILL

RHONDA BAUER’S: “MY GREAT GRANDMOTHER”… I am Rhonda D. Wiley Bauer and this story
was told to me by my mother, Holla Jean Edwards Wiley. In July of 2017 my parents moved from

Wimberley, Texas to College Station, Texas to be near me. My mother loves to tell family stories and
this story concerns her grandmother and my great grandmother, Florence Almyrah Vandagriff.
Florence, the mother of my mother’s father, Haze Boyd Edwards, was born in March of 1882 somewhere
in Texas, we believe, but her family moved to Oklahoma and we are not sure of that date. We know that
she loved to ride horses, to cook, and to take care of her family.
Sometime near 1901, she married James Jefferson Edwards, who was born in
June 1875 in Georgia. The history of our family doesn’t tell us how my great
grandparents acquired the Oklahoma land they farmed. Around 1909-1911,
Florence was told she probably had TB and she needed to move to Texas for
her health. So she and James sold their farm in Duncan, Oklahoma, bought a
covered wagon and loaded up their belongings and kids and drove to Austin,
Texas. They would have had a daughter and two sons at that time. The trip
was hard on all of them. When they circled the Capitol in Austin, my young
grandfather is reported to have said his first words, “Lordy, Lordy.”
Florence and James

The
family
heard
terrible tales of Indians, rattlesnakes and mosquitoes
Edwards
large enough to carry
a cow off. They left that part of Texas and joined a
group going to San Antonio to see if that area was any better. But San Antonio wasn’t any better than
Austin so they decided to get out of Texas and head back to Oklahoma. James told Florence to take the
kids and ride the train back to Oklahoma while he drove the wagon home. As she and her young family
boarded the train, she was told by the train conductor that she did not have enough fare for all of the
kids to ride the train. So my great grandmother told the conductor to pick which child could not go and
proceeded to load all the kids onto the train. I guess they all were allowed to ride the train because
they all arrived in Oklahoma together.
The Edwards family bought a house in Lawton, Oklahoma and James worked for Magnolia/Halliburton as
a building construction manager for the workers in the oil fields. His main entertainment was fishing and
baseball.
********
RICH BOIVIE’S: “MY OLYMPIC MEDAL FIND”…Some months ago, my grandchildren, Rhianna and
Rand, were helping me with some family history research. We were studying Swedish records. Rhianna
was using Google Translate and typing what I dictated to her (by mostly spelling the words). Rand was
reading the translation.
Suddenly Rand said, “Grandpa, I thing Gustaf was in the Olympics, and he got a gold medal!” At this
point, we all became very excited. We printed all the information and then cross-checked it with other
sources, always finding the same information.
We concluded that it was accurate so we made several copies for family members. So, my 3rd cousin 4
times removed is Gustaf Carl Fredrik Boivie, born 27 November 1864, Stockholm, Sweden, and died 12
January 1951, Angelholm, Sweden. His sport was 25 m small-bore rifle.

Gustaf Carl Fredrik Boivie’s on the Far Right

He won his gold medal at the 1912 Stockholm Olympic Games. With this information I have been able to
find information about other members of Gustaf’s family.

**********
JANE MAGILL’S: “VITAL STATISTICS FOR MY GRANDPARENTS”: My genealogy goal for
2017 was to find the death dates and places for my maternal grandparents. I had combed through
ancestry.com and FamilySearch and found nothing.
The Ontario.genealogy website showed nothing for my grandfather’s death date. I found no obits for
either grandparent and found nothing on British Columbia websites for my grandmother’s death date.
Three years after my grandfather died, Granny had moved to Vancouver, British Columbia where her
childhood (1893) sweetheart lived and they were married.
I emailied Debbie Burr, a professional genealogist in Ontario, and described my
problem; she replied immediately that she would look for the records in some of her
sources. Next morning when I opened my email, there was the B.C. death certificate
for my grandmother and the date of cremation for my grandfather, but no death
date. I emailed her immediately, thanking her and asking how and where she had
found this so quickly. She replied that it was quite easy.

Vancouver to
Lydia Jane
looked under
Houston
and her
looked under her supposed second
November 1966 in Vancouver, B.C.
After my grandfather’s death, his
in the Ontario Professional
crematoriums regularly for data
grandfather’s date of cremation
the Toronto Necropolis
George W.
Houston

My grandmother had never actually remarried when she moved to
marry her long-lost teenage love, who was now a widower. Debbie
Granny’s madien name, her first marriage name
supposed second marriage name. I had only
marriage name. Granny’s death date was 14

body was cremated. Debbie has several contacts
Genealogists Society, one of whom checks the
posted on their websites and archives. My
was 29 October 1954. Debbie suggested I call
crematorium for information on the funeral home

that handled his funeral to get his exact death date.

I called and a very nice man asked me to give him my phone number so he could call me back after
locating the records. He called back within the hour and told me that Grandpa’s bady had been sent to
them on 29 October 1954 by Brown Bros. Funeral Home in Hamilton, ON. He said I should call the
funeral home for the exact death date, but Brown Bros. was out of business. Someone had bought the
business and I could, with some digging, find out who bought it. I googled funeral homes in Hamilton, ON
and found three with Brown in the name. I had a hunch that it might be a Brown Family enterprize. I
chose Truscott, Brown and Dwyer because it was only a block from my grandparents’ home.
I called and the man who answered confirmed that they had taken over Brown Bros. He checked their
records and said that they had handled my grandfahter’s funeral on 29 October 1954. My grandparents
were devout Methodists and Methodist funerals are always held three days after the death date so I
have decided that Grandpa’s death date was 25 October 1954. They wouldn’t give me the cause of death
because the province of Ontario had passed a law that death data connot be released until 75 years
after the death date.
The official death date and documents will be available in 2029!

DO SURVEYS ALWAYS PROVIDE ANSWERS?

BY JERRY MARKOWICH

Did you ever wonder what others are wondering? Right after the first of 2018 I was struggling with
what programs to put on the list for this year. How about Building a Family Website? Nah, too much
work—or maybe we can make it simple. And what about Croatian History? Mom always said we were
Croatian. So, how about getting some input from the Ramblers and visitors at Family History Computer
Group?
I have a list of about 25 great subjects in my eyes, including Organizing Your Genealogy Stuff. I can
always use help. Here are some of the others: Brick Walls, Finding Female Ancestors, County Histories,
City Directories, Evernote, and always, FamilySearch.org, Family Tree Maker Software, RootsMagic,
Legacy Family Tree, Top 25 Websites, Family History for Kids (like us), Saving Childhood Memories,
Save Your Family History, How to Use Portals of Texas, Cleaning Up Old Photos, Google It, Court
Records, Taking Apart Death Records, Twelve Do’s and Don’ts, German Family History, Irish, Catholic,
California, Michigan, New York, Oklahoma—oh, and Texas Genealogy, Probate Records, Vital Records,
Going to a Library, Church or Someplace for Family History, and a whole bunch more.

So, I did a survey and what came out on top? Brick Walls is number one—and we will share our Brick
Walls at the 16 May gathering of the Family History Computer Group. And, on 21 March we will look for
those lost female relatives. In June or a future month, Darrell Davis will be back to explain more about
working with RootsMagic, Ancestry and Family Tree Maker.
I invite all of y’all that are regular attendees to invite others to join us as we explore subjects that five
years ago would have been tough to do. Average Family History Computer Group attendance is about 35
so we have opportunities to make comments, ask questions, and generally participate.
We meet at the City of College Station Water Treatment Plant on the third Wednesday of the month at
9:30 a.m., and finish up by about 11 a.m. And there is always free coffee, complements of the City. This
is also a great facility for our get-togethers. Oh, and did I mention—it’s free to all!

Answer to Trivia Question……..

WATERLOO, TEXAS BECOMES AUSTIN, TEXAS
BY MARY JANE MILLENDER

During the early days when Americans were expanding this country’s western frontier, a hunter from
Tennessee named Jacob Harrell and his small family in 1833 were living in a tent in a heavily wooded area
on the north bank of the Colorado River, near what is now Austin’s Congress Avenue overpass, located
just blocks from Capitol Hill.
By 1836 the Harrell family had joined four other pioneer families and moved into a split-log stockade
built by Roger Hornsby, one of Stephen F. Austin’s Old 300, on the Colorado. Indian raids were taking
place and these early central Texas families needed protection. The stockade provided that.
Sometime between 1837 and 1838, the Republic of Texas Vice-President Mirabeau B. Lamar was on a
buffalo-hunting expedition near the Colorado River stockade and was so impressed with the scenic
beauty of this central Texas location that he proposed moving the Republic’s capital to the banks of the
Colorado.
In 1838 Edward Burleson, a soldier, statesman and later vice-president of the Republic of Texas,
surveyed the area surrounding the stockade, dividing it into lots, which were auctioned off later with all
proceeds going to the Republic’s treasury. In 1839 Lamar appointed a five-member commission to search
for suitable locations for a new capital as Houston was proving to be an unsuitable capital site due to the
presence of yellow fever, unbearable summer humidity, mosquitoes and marshy Buffalo Bayou land.
The commission decided that the small central Texas settlement on the Colorado River, now called
“Waterloo,” would be the perfect site for the capital of the Republic of Texas. The town was
incorporated December 27, 1839.

Sam Houston fought that idea, believing a capital located there would be too difficult to defend against
Mexican forces and attacking Commanches. Other Texans voiced strong opinions that this new site for
the capital was too far west of Gulf of Mexico ports and the Republic’s larger cities. And when reelected as president of the Republic in 1841, Houston tried to transfer the capital back to Houston.
However, he knew that without the Republic’s records, which were safely stored at this time in the new
capitol building in Waterloo, Houston could not legally be the capital of Texas. So, Houston then moved
Texas’ government to Washington-on-the-Brazos. Again, moving Texas’ records was stopped and, finally,
in 1845 the capital was returned to the north banks of the Colorado River, the same area Mirabeau B.
Lamar had described as ”scenic and beautiful.”

Austin, Texas, 1840
But why was Waterloo, Texas’ name changed to Austin, Texas? It was said that Mirabeau B. Lamar
changed the name to honor Stephen F. Austin, “the Father of Texas.” But an early joke circulated for
years that Mirabeau B. Lamar changed the name because he didn’t want to govern from a capital honoring
the name “Waterloo.” Why? Because the joke stated: Lamar’s middle name was Bonaparte!
Sam Houston and Mirabeau B. Lamar were never on friendly terms with each other. It’s true that
Mirabeau B. Lamar’s middle name was Bonaparte and it did make for a good story. But one more question:
Was it Sam Houston who spread “Bonaparte” joke? History doesn’t have the answer to that question so
it will have to remain an early Texas secret. Personally, I think Houston’s still laughing!
********

GENEALOGY IN THE GREAT STATE OF TEXAS
By Mary Ann Thompson

The Online Texas History Center Since 1996: http://www.lonestargenealogy.com/
OTHER ONLINE SITES:

The Portal to Texas History: https://texashistory.unt.edu/
A gateway to rare, historical and primary source materials from. or about Texas.

Lone Star Junction: http://www.lsjunction.com/
According to the site, this is a Texas history resource provided for the benefit of both Texans and
“foreigners alike.”

Maps of Texas: http://www.sonof the south.net/texas/maps-republic-texas.htm
Maps that show the territory included in the Republic of Texas, which was much more expansive than
the present state of Texas. The original territory became Texas and parts of New Mexico, Colorado,
Wyoming, Oklahoma, Kansas.

Free Texas Search: http://www.ancestorhunt.com/texas-genealogy.htm
Search for your Texas ancestors in these free Texas genealogy search engines. These searches include
the largest and best places to find Texas genealogy records online.

Texas Historic Sites Atlas: http://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/texas-historic-sites-atlas
The Atlas features more than 300,000 site records, including cemeteries, courthouses,
museums and sawmills across the state.
Texas Newspaper Abstracts,1890-1930: http://www.censusdiggins.com/tx_news.htm
Includes marriages, obituaries, deaths and other genealogy events covering people and places across the
entire state of Texas and other states.

West Texas Digital Archives: http://wtda.alc.org/
These materials come from a range of institutions, including the 12th Armored Division Memorial
Museum, the Howard Payne University Library, and the Abilene Public Library.

El Paso City Directories: http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/city_direct/
Early city directories digitized at the University of Texas at El Paso.

Handbook of Texas Online: https://tshaonline.org/handbook
A project of the Texas State Historical Association that was officially released on February 15, 1999. A
help topic “Searching and Browsing the Handbook” offers several options.

Texas Beyond History: https://www.texasbeyondhistory.net/index.html
This is the Virtual Museum of Texas’ Cultural Heritage. Here you will find information on images of many
different aspects of the cultural legacy of Texas, a legacy spanning at least 13,500 years.

FLOOR: (n) The place for storing
your priceless genealogy records.

FAMILY HISTORY WRITERS GROUP
BY JANE MAGILL
May 23 2018 - “Our Civil War Ancestors” by Group Members

UPCOMING RAMBLERS PROGRAMS
BY RICH AND CAROL BOIVIE
25 April 2018 – “Pursuing English Records”
30 May 2018 – “How to Make Better Use of FamilySearch.org” by Noel Gomillion
30 June 2018 – “Using DNA Testing for Genealogical Research” by Jane Magill

GENEALOGY COMPUTER USERS GROUP
BY JERRY MARKOWICH
April 18 2018 – “Using DNA Facial Recognition Tools” by Jane Magill
May 16 2018 – “How to Create a Free Family Website” by Jerry Markowich
June 16 2018 – “Part Two of Family Tree Maker vs RootsMagic” by Darrell Davis
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