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SHELBY ROWAN
Shelby, the past vice president of the Texas Research Ramblers, is the newly-elected
president of the Ramblers. Shelby is the Genealogical Consultant for the Star of the
Republic Museum and as such has responsibilities with the files of the 60 signers of the
Texas Declaration of Independence (59 signers/1 secretary). She is a retired United
Methodist Minister of Education, active with First United Methodist Church in Bryan, TX,
teaches regularly and is active with their United Methodist Women. She has two
daughters, a deceased son and seven adult grandchildren.

HAS THIS EVER HAPPENED TO YOU?
BY MARY JANE MILLENDER
Have you ever closed an ancestor’s folder and placed it in your file cabinet thinking all available research
avenues had been well traveled and no more fact-finding tools were available for a 5th great grandparent?
Then…boom…you receive a “Hint” notice from Ancestry.com about recently discovered information on an
early 1800s’ will that you might want to open?

I have been a member of Ancestry.com for a long time. In the past, I have silently thanked this
genealogy site for providing (for a monthly fee, of course) family information, relationships and
helpful hints for my expanding Garrison-Millender family tree. This summer Ancestry.com
notified me to check Find a Grave about a “possible record match” on the life of my 5th great
grandfather, Ephraim Abraham Andrews.
I read on Find a Grave that Ephraim was a documented patriot of the American Revolution, was
born 4 February, 1720 in Bristol Parish, Prince George County, Virginia and died in 1808 in
Williamson County, Tennessee. OK, this information was already in my family tree as were the
names of Ephraim’s three sons and three daughters, one of whom was Elizabeth Andrews
(Young), my 4th great grandmother. But as I continued to casually glance over the Find a Grave
information, I stopped “casually glancing” when I saw the “Last Will and Testament of Ephraim
Andrews.” And in Ephraim’s will, dated 18 July 1807, he outlined the property each child would
receive upon his death, including “I lend to my daughter, Elizabeth Young, the other half of the
land I now live on, joining 73 acres and (Beggers?) line. My will and desire is that Pat, Vine &
Nelson with their increase and whatsoever part of my estate or the produce of it as may fall to
the share of my daughter Elizabeth, then to remain in the hands of my Executors, hereafter
named, as long as her present husband (William Young) shall live, and at his death, her part of
my estate is to be delivered by them to her, or in case of her dying before him, my executors are
hereby required and empowered to divide her part of my estate equally among such children as
she may leave, except Rebecca (Kyle), to which my desire is that she may have but one dollar."
Ephraim was my 5th great grandfather; Elizabeth Andrews Young, his daughter, was my 4th g.
grandmother and Rebecca Young Kyle, Elizabeth's daughter and Ephraim's granddaughter, was
my 3rd g. grandmother. The will stated that that his daughter Elizabeth Young would share
equally with her brothers and sisters in her father’s estate, but would only be loaned her share
of the estate until her husband (William Young, my 4th great grandfather) died. And then
Ephraim Andrews desired that Rebecca Kyle (his granddaughter) “may have but one dollar.”
Poor William Young…will I ever find answers to what dastardly deed/deeds he committed that

reduced him so low in his father-in-law’s eyes that he didn’t want Young to inherit any of
Elizabeth’s inheritance if she preceded him in death? And Rebecca…why did she inherit but one
dollar while her siblings would share equally in their mother’s estate upon her death?
More about Rebecca Young Kyle: She was the mother of my g.g. grandfather, Absalom S. Kyle,
who married Margaret W. Clark Harris, the daughter of William Clark, Jr., one of the 59 signers
of the Texas Declaration of Independence. She was also the mother of Claiborne Kyle, who
sponsored the bill in the Texas Legislature to save the Alamo in 1905. Rebecca Kyle’s grandson,
Fergus Kyle (Claiborne’s son) was the man for whom Kyle, Texas was named. One more fact
about Rebecca’s kin: she was the great grandmother of Edwin J. Kyle, Kyle Field’s namesake!
My family records may not show how Rebecca Young Kyle spent her dollar inheritance, but my
family tree does prove that she did just fine during her 55 years of life! But now my Ephraim
Andrews' multi-page file has probably found a permanent place on my desk top as I attempt to
discover why Ephraim Andrews so disliked or distrusted Elizabeth's husband and why Ephraim
would allow all of Elizabeth's children to share Elizabeth's inheritance except Rebecca. What did
Rebecca do? More mysteries to solve. So at the moment, I’m staring at a very high,
multistoried, brick wall. Thanks, Ancestry!
****************

THE SULTANA DISASTER
MARY ANN THOMPSON

PHOTO OF THE SULTANA, APRIL 26, 1865

The explosion of the steamship The Sultana on April 27, 1865, was the worst shipwreck in
American history. More than 1,500 died, most of whom were Union POWs headed home at
the end of the Civil War. To transport POWs home, the government offered shipping
companies a fee for every soldier they carried north on the Mississippi, $10.00 for each
officer and $5.00 for each enlisted man. The Sultana, a 1,700-ton steamship, 260 feet

long, which could carry almost 376 passengers at a time, crowded over 2000 soldiers
aboard. The ship left Vicksburg overloaded several times over its recommended capacity
and headed north for Cairo, Illinois. The civilian passengers who had paid their passage
from New Orleans to Cairo occupied all 20 or so cabins, so that all the troops being
transported from Vicksburg were out on one of the decks in mostly unsheltered deck
space. A little north of Memphis, the ship’s boiler exploded.
My great grandfather, Pleasant Lafayette Atchley (“Fate’), was on The Sultana when it
sank. He was born 12 December 1842 in Sevier County, Tennessee. He served as a soldier
in the Third Tennessee Cavalry, Co. K, Union Army, during the Civil War. He saw service in
the battle of Nashville and at Franklin, Tennessee, 1864. He was with General Sherman on
his famous march through Georgia. “Fate” was sent to Alabama to head off a flanking
movement of Confederates and was captured by General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s forces.
He was sent to Catawba prison in Alabama. Most of Catawba’s prisoners were former
members of the Third Tennessee Cavalry; General Forrest had imprisoned 550 of them.

THE SULTANA AFTER EXPLOSION, APRIL 1865

“Fate” was paroled in 1865 and was returning home on The Sultana when its boiler
exploded and the vessel sank in the Mississippi River near Memphis. Over 2100 paroled
prisoners were on board and only 610 survived. (Totals for the number of passengers on
The Sultana and those who were killed in this disaster vary from account to account.)
“Fate” swam down the river and climbed into an old deserted house, which was under
water almost to the second floor. Hours later he was rescued and taken to a hospital in
Memphis.
Soon after his return home to Sevier County, he married Anna Rule on 1 August 1865. My
grandmother was the sixth of their seven children. Anna Rule had two brothers, who were
also on The Sultana. They, too, had enlisted in the Third Tennessee Cavalry, Company K.
Caleb Rule was an excellent swimmer. When the ship exploded, he grabbed a plank and
stayed afloat for many hours until he was rescued. He returned to Sevier County when he

was discharged. Caleb’s younger brother John perished in the icy waters of the Mississippi
River.

KATE AND ANNA RULE ATCHLEY

“Fate’s” daughter and my grandmother, Victoria Atchley Wade, remembered her father
telling about The Sultana incident. Although the boys were drowning as the ship sank, with
courageous spirits they yelled such things as this to each other, “Hey, Jim, got any
matches? Mine are all wet.” My grandmother also remembered her father as a strongwilled man who had a temper.
There have been many books written on The Sultana disaster. The first was Loss of the
Sultana and Reminiscences of Survivors by Chester D. Berry, published in 1892. “Fate”
Atchley contributed to this book (but, unfortunately, he was listed as P. S. Atchley):
“.…when, suddenly, as we were a few miles above Memphis, Tenn., one of her boilers
exploded and hundreds of souls were ushered into eternity. My experience on that terrible
morning no pen can write nor tongue can tell. I was thrown into the surging waves of that
mighty river, into the jaws of death, and life depended on one grand effort, expert
swimming, which I did successfully, and after swimming six or seven miles, according to
statements given by citizens living on the banks of the river, landed on the Arkansas shore
without any assistance whatever…”
There are many Sultana monuments in many states. One unique monument, made of pink
Tennessee marble erected by survivors of the disaster, has stood in the middle of Mount
Olive Baptist Church Cemetery, 2500 Maryville Pike,
Knoxville, Tennessee since 1916.
The survivors of The Sultana tragedy met in Knoxville
in April of each year until only one veteran showed up
in 1930. Descendants of these survivors work to ensure

that this tragedy will not be forgotten. There is a site called Sultana Remembered, April
27, 1865, which is a place for the writings of the Association of The Sultana Descendants
and Friends: [http://sultanaremembered.com/]. There is a Sultana Disaster Museum in
Marion, Arkansas: [http://www.sultanadisastermuseum.org/museum].

***********

Traveling with Henry Hanson on his………

GENEALOGY TRAILS
Have you ever been to Salem, Missouri? I’ve traveled there many times because that is
where my mother-in-law was born and raised. Nancy’s mother was persistent about
returning to Missouri on an annual basis to visit her relatives. After Nancy’s Dad passed
away, it fell upon me to make the trip for either a visit or a funeral.
Nancy started her family research in the early 1970’s and I learned her family genealogy
in the 14-hour drive to and from Salem, Dent County, Missouri, before I ever started my
own family genealogy. Nancy’s distant cousin, Ken Fiebelman, a state representative for
that area of Missouri, was actively involved in transcribing local cemeteries and publishing
their transcriptions in hard bound volumes. So, an annual return to Salem would also
include a visit to Kenny to purchase the latest volume in his seven-volume collection, and a
visit to another cemetery or maybe a return to one already visited for more family
information.
Cedar Grove Cemetery, the big cemetery in Salem, was known for many burial sites with
unique features not seen in other cemeteries. Driving eastbound on Hwy. 32/72 has no
doubt caught many a quick glimpse of the only monument in this cemetery.
The stone and sod edifice, which stands just west of the cemetery’s main entrance, can be
seen from the roadway and by customers across the street at the Sonic Drive In. For
generations, the site and its ornate cupola have stood vigilant against time, but the
identity of who lies in the tomb and why it was built so ornately, is not widely known by
local townsfolk. The ornate cupola, however, is well known by local townspeople.

City clerk Mary Happel is among those who can relay the tomb’s oral history. She says
according to local legend, the tomb was built by a mourning husband to house his young,
beautiful wife, (Mary Elizabeth Peoples, 1850-1880), because he couldn’t stand the
thought of her being underground. Some versions of the tale even say locals viewed her
body in the crypt well after her passing, and she remained beautiful long after death. The
legend is alluring, but is it true?
An inscription on the monument is for Edwin N. Pendergrass, who lived from Oct. 22, 1845
to April 22, 1907. The epitaph simply reads: Gone Spiritually. Not much is known about
Pendergrass by the locals. At the time of his death in 1907, no obituary was published in
The Salem Democrat-Bulletin. One of the only insights is provided by Margaret Vickery in
an article published in The Salem News titled, Graveyard Workings Unique to the Ozarks.
Vickery writes, “There are many interesting stones and shafts in Cedar Grove, and one
that causes the most interest is perhaps the vault at the entranceway to the cemetery.
This stone vault was built by Edwin Pendergrass to hold the remains of his young wife.
(She remained in it many years and was taken out later and buried. elsewhere). Near the
vault is an urn marker with the name of Pendergrass.”
Another clue is a ‘Woodmen of the World’ insignia by Pendergrass’s name. The “Woodmen
of the World” was a fraternal organization created by Joseph Cullen Root in 1883. Salem
was home to the Modern Woodmen of America Post No. 3897, which, at one point, met
twice a month in the Odd Fellows Hall. “The Woodmen of the World” was created after
Root heard the pastor preach a parable about pioneer woodmen clearing away forests to
build homes, communities and security for their families. He subsequently dedicated the
organization to providing families with financial security. One of its enduring legacies was
an early policy that included a gravestone with the purchase of life insurance.
The Woodmen stopped providing gravestones in the 1920’s due to the expense. Salem’s
Cedar Grove monument may well be ample evidence of the policy’s excess. The tomb is
several meters long and wide with an iconic arching stone visage. Its western wall includes
a metal door to its interior. The roof is made of sod and boasts a dense growth of grass
and clover. In terms of age, the monument is confirmed to be more than a century old.

City Clerk Happel reports that, to her knowledge, no one living has ever been inside the
vault, and what’s inside is a mystery. The city does not possess a key to its door and family
descendants, if any exist, have not been in contact with Cedar Grove officials. The only
Pendergrass profiled in Ken Fiebelman’s Ozark Heritage books is George Washington
Pendergrass, who lived from 1819 to 1891. The book documents G.W. Pendergrass’ 1848
move to Salem where he bought property fronting on Fourth Street extending to
Washington Street and bounded by Third Street.
The site was home to a log cabin used as a hospital during the Civil War. Based on
accessible historical information, a man named Pendergrass was able to erect the Cedar
Grove monument through a ‘Woodmen of the World’ life insurance policy. and that he had
his wife buried inside after which he was also interred in the structure some years later.
The two were then reportedly removed and buried near the monument.

ARE THERE TWO ALAMOS IN TEXAS?

(Find answer on a following page.)

TLC WEB FILM HIGHLIGHTS
THE GOLIAD MASSACRE
(REPRINTED FROM THE MEDALLION,
PUBLISHED BY THE TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION)

The TLC recently premiered a web film about the Goliad Massacre that uses 360-degree
video technology, offering a new way to experience this dramatic historical event. The film

is available for free viewing at the texas.gov/goliad-massacre.
The film features new information and video footage of artifacts, the location of Col.
James W. Fannin’s death, and details regarding the Battle of Coleto Creek. The fiveminute video helps viewers gain a deeper understanding of the tragic story that played an
important role in the 1836 march toward Texas independence.
********

Ever wonder…………

HOW LA GRANGE,TEXAS RECEIVED ITS NAME?

THE COLORADO RIVER NEAR LA GRANGE, TEXAS
Located on the Colorado River only 79 miles (or as Texans would say, “about 1 1/4 hours)
from College Station, Texas is a very old, historic town called La Grange. It is the site
where La Bahia Road (lower road) of the El Camino Real crossed the Colorado River, a route
frequently traveled during the early 1800’s.
Recently the Rev. Roland R. Cole of College Station sent information on how and why this
pretty town on the Colorado was named La Grange; his notes also contained facts
pertaining to the naming of the county in which it resides. Reverend Cole’s information is
the basis for this story, which begins in 1819 when Aylett C. Buckner, Andrew Rabb and
Peter Powell settled in the vicinity of what is now La Grange, Texas.
John Henry Moore, in 1826, built a twin blockhouse and named it Moore’s Fort. In 1822 ten
Anglo-Americans, members of Stephen F. Austin’s Old Three Hundred, received land
grants in this area. The Commanche Indians were very active during this time in Texas
history and colonists living near Moore’s Fort would often seek safety in the fort during
Commanche raids.

A town was platted near the Moore’s Fort in 1837 and soon after this plat, the Congress of
the Republic of Texas was petitioned the same year by John H. Moore, James S. Lester
and Andrew Rabb, all recipients of land grants in the La Grange area, to form a new county
from portions of the Mina (Bastrop) and Colorado Districts. The new county was
established by the Second Congress of the Republic of Texas on December 12, 1837 and
the new settlement was designated the county seat.
So what to name this early county in the new Republic of Texas? Andrew Rabb, who
arrived in this area in 1821, was born in Fayette County, Pennsylvania, which was
established in 1783 to honor the Marquis de Lafayette, one of the most honored and
beloved heroes of the Revolutionary War. It was decided by the earliest settlers that this
new county (which was formed a few years behind the Pennsylvania county named Fayette)
should be named Fayette County for the Marquis Lafayette. But what about the town’s
name? Was there still another name that could continue to pay tribute to Lafayette?
Gilbert du Motier de Lafayette was on born on 6 September 1757 in
Auvergne, France. At the age of 19, the young Marquis left France,
despite the protest of his father-in-law, to join the American
Continental Army as a major general. France had no treaty with the
American colonies, which meant that Lafayette could not receive any
official funding for his venture. He, therefore, supplied his own ship
for his voyage to America. Upon arrival, he agreed to serve under George Washington
without pay; he also paid his troops out of his own personal funds. Lafayette was hailed as
one of the most admired men during the Revolutionary War. Patriots and their families
admired his bravery, his loyalty and his desire to aid the American colonies in their fight
for independence and democracy. After the war, Lafayette returned to his country and to
his chateau in France.
And in 1837 this new settlement in Texas, located on a
bend in the Colorado River near Moore’s Fort in Fayette
County, was named La Grange for Lafayette’s family
estate Chateau de La Grange-Bleneau, which is located
outside Paris. Now you know.

LAFAYETTE'S CHATEAU

BY MARY ANN THOMPSON

TIMELINES, USEFUL TOOLS FOR GENEALOGISTS
Timelines are a very useful tool for the genealogist. Tracking down historical events that
occurred in your ancestor’s lifetime can be both educational and fun. You can find many
timelines on the internet that will help you with your own family.
1. Tiki-Toki: Fun, Free Timeline Creation Tool:
[https://www.tiki-toki.com/]
You can sign up for Tiki-Toki's free account; there are also paid accounts with more options
2. Genealogy Decoded: Creating Timelines to Make Sense of Genealogy Records:
http://genealogydecoded.com/2012/09/21/creating-timelines-to-make-sense-of-genealogyrecords/
Includes timeline template in Excel to download.
3. Create a Timeline:
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/Create-a-timeline-9C4448A9-99C7-4B0E-8EFF0DCF535F223C
4. Timeline JS:
http://timeline.knightlab.com/
“Easy-to-make, beautiful timelines”
5. Immigration to the United States 1789-1930, Harvard University Library Open Collections Program:
http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/immigration/timeline.html
6. Early American Immigration Timeline:
http://www.shmoop.com/early-american-immigration/timeline.html
7. American History Timeline, Animated Atlas:
http://www.animatedatlas.com/timeline.html
8. Timeline Index:
http://www.timelineindex.com/content/home.php

To find items in a chronological order and context, select by category: Who (people, personalities,
heroes…), What (events, subjects, issues…), When (periods, ages, episodes), Where (places, countries,
continents) and Which (objects, things, creations).
9. Reference Desk: US State History Timelines:
http://www.ereferencedesk.com/resources/state-history-timeline/
Select a US state and browse key events in each states history chronological from 1600's to 2000's, with
developments in politics, presidents, popular, Native American, planetary, technology, and culture.
10. Timeline of Wars:
http://www.datesandevents.org/events-timelines/24-timeline-of-war.htm
11. The Food Timeline:
http://www.foodtimeline.org/
This one is fun! The timeline consists of Beginnings (date) on one side and Recipes on the other side. The
recipes are selected from a variety of sources including National Historic Parks, government agencies,
universities, cultural organizations, culinary historians, primary documents and company/restaurant
web sites.

Answer to Two Alamos’ Trivia Question: Two Alamos in Texas? Well, yes
and no. One we all know is the original Alamo, which dates back to 1758 when Spanish
priests replaced their smaller structures in what is now San Antonio with the permanent
stone structure that still occupies its historic location on Alamo Plaza in San Antonio.
Originally built by Spain to hold religious services and to also be a training school for
converting Indians to Catholicism, the Alamo later became a fort during the Texas
Revolution, then a grain storage building for the U.S. Army in 1848 and following those
military days, deteriorated into ruins. Until the early days of the 20th century, that is,
when Texans finally realized that the state was losing a significant piece of Texas history
due to neglect. In 1905 the Texas legislature voted on a bill to save the Alamo, an
irreplaceable symbol of Texas, dating back over 300 years to the period when Spanish
priests arrived in Southwest Texas and built missions along the San Antonio River.
The other lesser-known Alamo is located at 12715 Telge Road in Cypress, Texas, not far
from where Highway 290 enters Houston. This newer Alamo is an actual, life-size replica
of the original, actually built with limestone from the same quarry as its forerunner, and
this Alamo’s history, only dating back to 1987, is also notable.

In 1987 Bud Hadfield, the founder and chairman of the board of Kwik Kopy Printing Corp.,
needed a large training site for his employees and franchisees, both present and future.
Hadfield desired a relaxed, quiet, laid-back atmosphere in which to teach Kwik Kopy
personnel, not just a standard, multiroom, convention-style building. He found 100
undeveloped acres on Telge Road in Cypress and this site was to become his large
Northwest Forest Conference Center. His design team developed walking trails in the
peaceful woods, built a salt-water swimming pool, log cabins, lodging facilities, a barn,
meeting rooms…and the Alamo, named in honor of the Texas Revolution and Sam Houston.
In 2016 Cy-Hope, a non-profit organization, purchased almost nine acres of Kwik Kopy’s
development, and Bayou City Fellowship followed soon after, buying 30 acres with buildings
included where they now hold their Sunday worship services. Their Sunday School meets in
the “Alamo”. So, the original Alamo was built for religious purposes in the 1700’s and now
today in 2017, its replica in Cypress (the Bayou City Fellowship) is “following suit.” Ironic?
Kwik Kopy Corp continues to use its remaining acreage for its corporate headquarters.
Editor’s Note: In 1960 John Wayne starred in The Alamo. It was filmed in the Alamo Village, which was
built to depict not only the Alamo, but also old San Antonio. The Alamo Village, located on a large ranch
in Breckenridge,Texas, later became a popular tourist site, but closed in 2004.

UPCOMING RAMBLER PROGRAMS
BY RICH & CAROL BOIVIE

25 OCT 2017 – “Colonial Witches”
29 NOV 2017 – “Joint Meeting with Computer Users”
13 DEC 2017 – Christmas Party!

GENEALOGY COMPUTER USERS GROUP
BY JERRY MARKOWICH

18 OCT 2017 –“Finding German Immigrants”
NOV 15 2017 –“Finding the Missing Waistcoat”
13 DEC 2017 – Christmas Party!

A cemetery is a marble garden taken for granite!

