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VICKI GAIL WRIGHT MARION
November 14, 1943 – July 9, 2014

Vicki Gail Wright Marion of College Station passed away after a battle with cancer and
will be missed by her fellow Texas Research Ramblers. She will remain in our memories
as always manning the Ramblers' “Welcome Table” with Marge Linehart.
We knew her as Gail, but she was born Vicki Gail Wright
to Captain Allen Murray Wright and Doris Rebecca
Ozment on the 14 November 1943 in Memphis, Tennessee.
She grew up in Dyersburg, Tennessee with her mother's
family.

Doris and Allen Wright

The tragic part of Gail's life was that her father died
less than a month after her birth when his plane crashed
in China.

Allen Murray Wright graduated from Dyersburg High School in 1937, and after two
years of college, joined the US Army Air Corp. After 36 weeks of training, Allen was
commissioned at Kelly Field in San Antonio, Texas.
Allen was transferred to Maxwell Field in Georgia, where occasionally he terrorized
relatives back in Dyersburg when he would buzz their houses. After a short time at
Maxwell Field, Allen volunteered to serve in China training cadets in the Chinese Air

Corp at Siping, China. During his stint as an instructor, Allen flew a number of missions in
Claire Chenault's squadron of “Flying Tigers,” staying with the “Flying Tigers” until they
disbanded in 1942.
Allen returned to Tennessee and married Doris Rebecca Ozment, the former Miss
Dyerburg of 1939. Allen returned to China and began flying cargo for the China National
Aviation Corporation across the Himalayan Mountain range to resupply Chiang Kai-shek's
Army in its effort to defeat the invading Japanese forces.
On the day of the 10 December 1943, flying in fog, Allen attempted to fly down below
the fog in the Yantze Valley to located the runway when his plane crashed in the
Funganshih Mountains.
Gail's mother Doris would later marry Richard M. Avison on 25 December 1948 and have
four more children before dying on 19 December 1959. Doris, Allen Murray Wright and
Richard Avison are buried in the Fairview Cemetery in Dyersburg, Tennessee along with
three generations of the Ozment family.
In 1996 Gail was invited by the Peoples Republic of China, as a gesture of friendship, to
thank Americans for their service to China. Gail was accompanied by her husband, aunt
and uncle on this ten day tour of China.
Gail is survived by her husband David Marion, a son, two daughters, a step-daughter, one
brother and a sister.

Rest in Peace – Gail Marion

UPCOMING RAMBLER PROGRAMS
BY SHELBY ROWAN

October 29, 2014 – John Blair, “Military Records Part II”
November 19, 2014 – Melvyn Douglass, “So You Think You're Related to Royalty”
December , 2014 – Christmas Party

GENEALOGY COMPUTER USERS GROUP
BY JERRY MARKOWICH

October 15, 2014 –Family Search.org
November 19, 2014 –Joint Meeting with Ramblers
December 17, 2014 –“How to Research Episcopalians”

GIDEON LINCECUM, a “FRONTIER NATURALIST”
BY HENRY HANSON

About a year ago in November, just before Thanksgiving, I got an email from a cousin
asking me to help his daughter Jennifer with a school project that she was due at the
end of the semester. Jennifer needed to know as many facts about her family genealogy
as I could share with her in a short amount of time.
A quick calculation told me the school final exams would begin in mid-December and that
Jennifer had about two weeks to complete her project. By the time I began to
understand my time limitation, I received an two emails, one from Jennifer and another
email from Jennifer’s grandmother, my first cousin.
I knew I had all the information she needed on her father’s family, so I wrote to all
three asking for names on her mother’s family, which I received shortly. I began to
print genealogy reports on her father’s family and sent these attached to emails. Then I
began to research her mother’s family, beginning with her mother's dad.
I found that Jennifer’s grandmother Miller was from a large family. Great grandfather
Miller married seven times, two of his wives were Native Americans, but Jennifer’s

grandmother was from Miller's last marriage.
I traced Jennifer’s father, Kenneth Bigham’s line three generations back to George
Patton Bigham and his wife, Ardenna Tennessee Lincecum, and I then began to find
other sources for the Lincecum family, referring to a book: G ideon Lincecum – Frontier

Naturalist.
I searched “Google” and found that Gideon Lincecum – Frontier Naturalist was printed
by A&M Press in 1994, so the next morning I made a run by the A&M campus and picked
up a copy of the paperback

book.

This book was a gold mine of

early Texas frontier times

dating back before the Texas

Independence; it included a

genealogy source of the

Gideon Lincecum family and his

granddaughter, Ardenna

Tennessee Lincecum.

Gideon Lincecum was born in

Georgia, 22 April 1793 and

married Sallie Bryan just

before he left home to

participate in the War of 1812.

After successive moves, he and

his wife moved in 1818 with his

parents and siblings to the

Tombigbee River, located

above the site of present-day

Columbus, Mississippi.
For many years, Gideon

Gideon Lincecum

practiced medicine, using herbal

remedies learned from Indians and trading with the Choctaw Indians on the Tombigbee
while raising 12 children. Later he moved his family to Columbus, when in January 1835,
Lincecum joined an exploring expedition to Texas. They returned to Mississippi before
the war for Independence from Mexico.
In 1848, the Lincecum family moved to Texas. Gideon purchased 1,828 acres of the
fertile prairie land he had seen in an area known as Long Point, located on Yegua Creek in
Washington County. Sarah, with their surviving ten children, a number of grandchildren
and ten slaves, arrived in Long Point on Gideon's 55th birthday.
In Texas, Lincecum continued to practice medicine, made geological explorations,
assembled a plant collection, including 500 species with medicinal properties, kept a
meteorological journal that charted drought cycles, and observed and recorded the daily
activities of insect life.
Lincecum became recognized as an astute naturalist, corresponded with internationally

known scientists and contributed valuable collections to the Philadelphia Academy of
Science and to the Smithsonian Institution. He was elected a corresponding member of
the Philadelphia Academy, a rare honor for an amateur. His writings appeared in such
national publications as the American Naturalist, the American Sportsman, and the

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences. His views on a variety of subjects,
including politics, appeared in the Texas Almanac and in newspapers.
While living among the Choctaws in Mississippi, Lincecum recorded their legends and
traditions in Choctaw and after moving to Texas translated these as the Chahta

Tradition. Some were published by the Mississippi Historical Society in 1904.
Gideon was upset at the loss of the Confederate War and sought a new frontier in 1868.
At the age of 76, with a widowed daughter and her seven children, joined a Confederate
colony in Tuxpan, Vera Cruz, Mexico.
Gideon Lincecum spent five years in Tuxpan. working his own banana plantation, exploring
Indian ruins, and continuing his natural history collection and correspondence. He
returned to Texas in 1873 and devoted his remaining years to writing his autobiography
in a series of letters printed in the American Sportsman. After a long illness, he died on
November 28, 1874 at his Long Point home. He was buried in Mount Zion Cemetery,
between Burton and Long Point, and his remains were moved to the Texas State
Cemetery in Austin in 1936.

The Texas Research Ramblers'Quarterly sends a special THANK YOU to Bobbie
Middleton for answering “our call” to members to submit their stories for
publication in our newsletter. Bobbie provided both a Treasured Heirloom and an

Ancestors' story with pictures for this Fall issue.

Question: Who will submit stories for the Winter issue?

Treasured Heirloom........
MY 1880s' “FASHION” CLOCK
BY BOBBIE MIDDLETON

When my great, great grandfather came from Kansas to Matagorda County, Texas in
1907, the town of Palacios was just being settled and incorporated. My maternal great,
great grandfather, Wilbur Jerod Powers, brought with him a clock that passed down our
family until it is now in my possession. It passed down through my grandfather, Frank
Jerod Powers, to my mother, Elsie Fern Powers, and to my only sibling, my brother,
Carroll Harvey. Uopon his passing, his wife brought it to me as a surprise.
The clock is a lovely medium brown wood, 28 inches tall with
two dials about seven inches in diameter. The brand name is
“Fashion,” which was patented October 11, 1875. It was made
by Southern Calendar Clock Company, St. Louis, Missouri. This
information is printed on the front of the two dials. The upper
dial tells the time of the day and chimes upon the hour. The
lower dial is a perpetual calendar (it automatically adjusts for
months of different lengths and even indicates February 29 in
a leap year.)
I have never had it evaluated. However, when I took it to a
shop in Houston for minor repair, as I walked in the door with
it, they said, “Oh, you have a “Fashion” clock.” When I asked
about that, they said that it would be valued at $4000 to
$5000 as it dates from the late 1800s.
This is a lovely piece of history from my background and I remember looking at it and
listening to it all my growing-up years...and now, it is mine to treasure.

CAN A TOMBSTONE BE PROBATED?
BY MARY JANE MILLENDER

In 1829 an early settler died in Nacogdoches County, Texas and was buried in an area
just blocks from what would one day become that city's downtown square. That burial
ground, soon surrounded by more graves of early pioneers and Texas heroes, would be
named Oak Grove Cemetery.
Today Oak Grove is called one of Texas' most beautiful, historic cemeteries...and it lives
up to its name with large, century-old oaks thriving throughout the cemetery. Four
signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence are buried there beneath tall granite
markers placed at Oak Grove Cemetery by the State of Texas in 1936 to celebrate the
centennial of the Republic of Texas and the signing of our state's historic Texas
document.

The four men honored with these granite markers are William Clark, Jr, Thomas J. Rusk,
Charles Stanfield Taylor and John S. Roberts. Also interred there are veterans and

soldiers of the Battle of San Jacinto and the Civil War.
Other burials of interest include many well-known citizens of Nacogdoches, powerful 19 th
century politicians and slaves. (Also, my g.g. grandfather, who built the first hotel in
Nacogdoches, and my g.g.g. grandfather, one of the fours signers mentioned above, are
buried at Oak Grove...but that's a story for a future issue.)
However, the most intriguing tombstone in Oak Grove (at least, in my mind) belongs to
Oscar Lemon Holmes, who was born in New York City on July 4, 1813. He died August
23, 1865; Lee surrendered to Grant on April 10, 1865...these two dates may explain the
inscription on Holmes' unique tombstone, which includes the following extraction from
his last will and testament:

Oscar Lemon Holmes
Born in
New York City,
July 4, A.D. 1813
Died in Nacogdoches, Texas
Aug. 23, A. D. 1865

I give and bequeath the residue
of my property to the State of
Texas, to aid in the maintenance
and support of persons wounded
and maimed in our defense in
t he present struggle of our Confederacy against the United
States Government, those from
Nacogdoches County, Texas to
have preference.
Extract from the last will and testament
of O. L. Holmes

WILL U.S. GOVERNMENT REPAY a 213 YEAR-OLD-LOAN?
Jacob DeHaven was living in Pennsylvania on farm land adjoining the Valley Forge
campgrounds in the winter of 1777-78. Jacob was one of nine children of Abraham
DeHaven and Rebecca Pawling, a wealthy family of merchants and landowners.
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George Washington, the commander in chief of the Continental Army, when it looked as
if the Revolutionary War was about to be lost, sent a plea to the leadership of
Pennsylvania asking for money and saying: ''Unless aid comes, our affairs must soon
become desperate beyond the possibility of recovery. The Army must disband or
starve.''
Jacob DeHaven was among those who responded. He lent the Government $50,000 in
gold and what his descendants estimate to be another $400,000 in supplies. The
Continental Army survived the winter at Valley Forge, and when the war was over, Jacob
DeHaven apparently tried several times to collect what was owed to him.
Jacob DeHaven was offered Continental money for his loan certificate, but he held out
for gold. The Continental dollars were notoriously worthless, leading to the expression at
the time that something was “not worth a Continental.” Jacob
DeHaven died penniless in 1812 and is believed to be buried in a
family cemetery in Swedeland, Pennsylvania. He had no children, but
he did leave behind his story. Since Jacob DeHaven had no direct
descendants, all of his collateral descendants, have tried to collect
on this debt every decade or two, and it was handed down from one
generation to the next.
The first time that the DeHavens attempted to seek “restitution”
for the “donation/loan” was in the late 1850s. Supposedly near to
Jacob DeHaven
success, the controversial rise of Abraham Lincoln to power and
subsequent secession of the southern states from the Union, delayed the DeHaven
effort to gain repayment. As the Reconstruction era came to an end, the DeHavens again
brought forward the repayment issue in 1878, which made it as far as the Senate
Judiciary Committee. The bill to issue payment failed in part because of other interests
carried that day in budget discussions, and partly because of lack of supporting evidence
for the claim. Supposedly, the records acknowledging a financial obligation were lost in
the burning of Washington, D.C., during the War of 1812. Also missing was a page from
the DeHaven family Bible, presented in 1859, that had served as a receipt for the
“donation/loan,” complete with the Continental Army seal.
In 1895, the “De Haven Club,” led by W.M. Ridnour of Savannah, Illinois, and E.H. Wahl
of Vandalia, Illinois, took up the cause on behalf of the descendants of Jacob’s family.
Claiming that the Continental Congress records remained in a chaotic state and noting
that they were protected from open examination without the permission of the current
Congress, the Club sought a reconsideration of the case of repayment. The claim again
never went very far.
In 1910, a branch of the family in Huntsville, Alabama, hired lawyers to investigate the
claim. Though the lawyers concluded that enough evidence existed to substantiate that

the money was still owed, again no suit was brought.
In the 1920s, President Calvin Coolidge told Congress that he thought the loan, then
calculated at $4 million, should be repaid. In 1966, Repreentative Tom Pelly of
Washington State, introduced a resolution to repay $50,000 to the family, but the bill
died in committee.
The last attempt to seek repayment began in 1988 when Thelma Weasenforth Lunas of
Stafford, Texas brought a suit against the U.S. Government for a “reasonable amount”
and a statue of Jacob at Valley Forge. In 1988, using a standard 6% interest rate
compounded daily, the loan was figured to be about $141.6 billion at that time, with
interest accmulating at $190 a second!
The thousands of family members scattered around the country say they are not being
greedy. ”It's not the money—it's the principle of the thing,” said Carolyn Cokerham, a
DeHaven ancestor, who lives in San Antonio, Many other DeHavens added that it wasn't
the money,” but as Charles DeHaven, a Texas Baptist minister from New Braunfels, put
it, “My father said one day people will know what this family Was.”
And Charles DeHaven has a first cousin who lives in Bryan/College Station, TX! A small
world if you're a genealogist!

Health Hints from the 1880s:
REPRINTED FROM THE ALABAMA PIONEERS

“One should be cautious about entering a sick room in a state of perspiration, as
the moment you become cool, your pores absorb. Do not approach contagious
diseases with an empty stomach, nor sit between the sick and the fire because the
heat attracts vapor.
That well-ventilated bedrooms will prevent morning headaches and lassitude.
The best time to bathe is just before going to bed, as any danger of taking co ld is
thus avoided; and the complexion is improved by keeping warm for several hours
after leaving the bath.”

STEPHEN PRATHER, MY EARLY TEXAS ANCESTOR
BY BOBBIE MIDDLETON

One segment of my ancestry begins with Texas in 1821. I am a six-generation Texan.
My first Texas ancestor, who entered the State of Coahuila and Tejas, was Col. Stephen
Prather along with hs five children. One of those children was my second great
grandmother, Eliza Mary Ann
Prather, who was ten years
old in 1821. This information
was recorded in Stephen's
Bible, which was originally in
possession of his
grandaughter, Mrs. Jessie
McKinney Porter of Houston,
date not known, but she sent a
copy to E. Stourt , who was
the head of the Library of
Congress at that time. He
died in 1959.
Stephen was in Texas by late
1821 voters' list for Alcalde
Texas area. Stephen Prater
forks of the Angelina and
19 December 1832.

Stephen Prather

1820 as he appears on the
for Ayish Bayou, an East
operated a trading post at the
Neches Rivers until his death

Stephen was born in Lincoln County, Virginia, now Mercer County, Kentucky, on 18 June
1782. His parents and ancestors have been well-documented. His father and
grandfather both served in the Revolutionary War and the Prather line has been traced
back to the 1500s in England.
Stephen was one of five children; two of his sisters moved to Texas also. He married
Tamora Elizabeth Plowden in Natchez, Mississippi in 1809. They are shown on the 1829
Census of Catahoula Parish, Louisiana. While living in Louisiana, Colonel Stephen Prather
trained and served under Andrew Jackson in the War of 1812, participating in the Battle
of New Orleans on January 8, 1815 when the British were defeated.
In 1820/1821, Stephen left his wife, Tamora Elizabeth, and went to Texas with his five

children. Tamora later remarried and died in Catahoula Parish, La. in June, 1833. Her
75-page Succession record is on file in the Harrisonburg courthouse.
Researchers were told in Catahoula Parish that their clerks had never located any very
early divorces. They stated that people usually just agreed to not live together. A deed
was found concerning Stephen's wife, Tamora, dated 1828, where she is listed as the
wife of Thomas Baxter. Another deed, dated 1831, shows that she gave her consent to
Thomas Baxter to sell all stock, tools, land and everything they owned, with the
exception of one house and lot in Harrisonburg. This indicates that Thomas and Tamora
were separating...or it was a form of divorce.
Tamora died under the name of Tamora Elizabeth Prather alias Baxter. One of her
children, Thomas Butler Baxter, was named Thomas Butler Prather on some of her
papers.
The life story of Tamora “Eliza” is a sad one: she was only 14 years-old when she and
Stephen married; their last child, Caroline, died at a very young age, and it is believed
that Tamora started drinking heavily. Her bills at numerous stores always had gin and
whiskey on them. She also charged lace, velvet, silverware, crystal, etc. to the family
account.
When Tamora died, her papers mentioned minor children: Henrietta Prather, Charlotte
Prather, Charles Prather and Butler Prather. Then a paper from Judge Charles Craig,
Tamora's neighbor, asked for guardianship of his children born to him by Eliza
Prather! He acknowledged in open court that he was
the natural father of said children.
The theory is that after Tamora began drinking heavily
and having an affair with Judge Craig, Stephen left for
Texas with his children. In 1821 his ten-year-old son
received a land grant in San Augustine county. Possibly
recorded in the son's name so that Tamora couldn't
claim any part of it.
Stephen fought in the Fredonian Rebellion in 1826-27.
An historical marker located just outside San
Augustine, Texas on Hwy 21 (the old El Camino Road),
commerates Stephen, his two sons, Thomas Freeman
and Stephen Eliphalet Prather's part in the rebellion.

The marker reads: “Battle of Fredonia. Climax of first Anglo American Rebellion in East
Texas in 1826. Colonizer Haden Edwards defied expulsion orders of Mexico and founded
the Republic of Fredonia, raising the flag of independence, Liberty and Justice when
Ayish Bayou settlers refused to join. He ordered their banishment. Fredonians from Log
Fort at this site were ordered to take Ayish Bayou on January 21, 1827. That day,
however, without a shot, Stephen Prather's nine white men and sixty Indians took the
Fort and two hundred soldiers. At news of this Edwards fled to the U.S., ending the
Fredonian Rebellion.”

Editor's Note: Oak Grove Cemetery (see story on the Oscar Holmes tombstone in
this issue) in Nacogdoches, TX is located on the 1826 land grant of Empresario
Haden Edwards (mentioned above on the historic marker). Edwards is interred
there.
Papers found in the Texas State Archives indicate that Stephen filed an application for
a land grant. It was apparently not granted as there are later petitions inquiring about
it's being granted to heirs.
Colonel Stephen Prater died 19 December, 1832.

After looking at my family tree, I don't think I exist!!!
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