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LAST MEETING
President Mary Elizabeth Dresser opened the October 29, 2008,
meeting at the Senior Circle location on Rock Prairie Rd. She
recognized new members Mary Jane Millender and Jack
Millender. After Sue Foy discussed the Financial Statement, Mary
Elizabeth noted the Board’s recommendations to become a member of the Texas Federation of Genealogical Societies as well as to
provide funding to several libraries.
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After a short recess, the program began, featuring several Ramblers success stories at their recent Salt Lake City, Utah, trip to
the Family History Library.
Dan Louis described his findings
on two brothers in his ancestry in
Germany. One brother stayed in
Germany and the other brother
came to the U.S. Dan worked with
a person on the German research
floor of the library.
TIP: Go through any document
slowly, line by line. Also, be persistence.

1

Nancy Hanson took this
photo at Salt Lake City.
More of her beautiful
work is found on page 4.

6

Bliss Wolfe had a mixed bag of frustration and success. For
the first four days she found nothing, the fifth day, a little
bit, and the 6th day, BINGO! On that 6th day, she casually
asked about obituaries of dignitaries. The helper brought her
a book with the obituary of her ggggrandfather, a Lutheran
minister in Germany. Tip: “Never give up.”

Henry Hanson provided tips for newbies and veterans alike:
• Sign up for the 1 hour orientation, which saves you time in
the long run.
• Ask for help from the staff. They do a great job guiding you
or sending you to someone who can help you.
• Sign up for the book scanner at the 9 am slot, but be there at 8
am, and you may be able to get 2 hours of scan time.

Frances Martin discovered an important book: Family Maps
of Bienville Parish, LA by Gregory Boyd. He also wrote
similar books about MS, TX, and perhaps others. Included
is an index of names and patents.
Tip: Get into the FHL catalog, type in your relative’s name,
and look for the book options. More books are being digitized each day.

Joyce Louis discovered information on U.S. Volunteer Regiments. These Galvanized Yankees were captured southern
soldiers who were relocated. Joyce found information on a
relative there and also found out that his pension information
is on file at the State Archives. Another great find was the
typed MD Abstract of Wills. The 1720 listing had names of
land owners and their land plots in the will. Tip: Look at
alternate name spellings.

Many others had their own success story also. In fact, it was a rewarding trip for everyone. So, mark your calendar: November 1-8, 2009, is the date for next year’s trip. Mary
Elizabeth stated the initial sign up for next year is February. You can’t go wrong by going to Salt Lake City, Utah, for research.

NEXT MEETING
November 19, 2008 is our next meeting date. It is not the last Wednesday of the month.
Dan Castillo will be presenting information on “Migration Trails Using the Internet.”

FUTURE SEMINARS AND TRIPS:
Every 2nd Wednesday of the month: Ramblers travel to Clayton Library in Houston.
Contact Bliss Wolfe, 696-0170 or bawolfe@verizon.net for details or sign up at the meetings.
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month: Computer Genealogy Users Group will meet at The
Exit. However, they will meet with Research Ramblers in November.
Every 4th Monday of the month: Roots Magic users will meet at the 2nd floor of Bryan
Public Library at 9:30 a.m. Mark your calendar: November 24, 2008
During the month of November, Ramblers will meet on November 19, 2008.
December 10, 2008: Ramblers will have their Christmas Social at Glory Inn, starting at
11:30. Send your money to Sue Foy or bring it to the November meeting.
January 31, 2008: The Texas Czech Genealogical Society will have the 2009 Annual
Membership Meeting and Luncheon at the Caldwell Civic/Visitor Center in Caldwell, Texas.
If you want to see an impressive website to see everything this society does, visit
www.txczgs.org.

FYI
Coming soon to Carnegie Library: Family History Library Microfilm
Soon we will be able to order microfilm at Carnegie Library for our use there.
More details coming.

SUCCESS STORIES
This month I want to recognize Nancy Hanson for the marvelous photographs she took at Salt
Lake City, Utah. The following show not only her artist’s vision and skill, but also some of
the sites you can see if/when you go to Salt Lake City.

Photos by Nancy Hanson

HISTORICAL MOMENT

Mayflower Myths
"The reason that we have so many myths associated with Thanksgiving is that it is an invented
tradition. It doesn't originate in any one event. It is based on the New England puritan Thanksgiving, which is a religious Thanksgiving, and the traditional harvest celebrations of England
and New England and maybe other ideas like commemorating the pilgrims. All of these have
been gathered together and transformed into something different from the original parts."
James W. Baker
Senior Historian at Plimoth Plantation

Myth: The first Thanksgiving was in 1621 and the pilgrims celebrated it every year thereafter.
Fact: The first feast wasn't repeated, so it wasn't the beginning of a tradition. In fact, the colonists didn't even call the day Thanksgiving. To them, a thanksgiving was a religious holiday in which they would go to church and thank God for a specific
event, such as the winning of a battle. On such a religious day, the types of recreational activities that the pilgrims and Wampanoag Indians participated in during
the 1621 harvest feast--dancing, singing secular songs, playing games--wouldn't
have been allowed. The feast was a secular celebration, so it never would have
been considered a thanksgiving in the pilgrims minds.
Myth: The original Thanksgiving feast took place on the fourth Thursday of November.
Fact: The original feast in 1621 occurred sometime between September 21 and November 11.
Unlike our modern holiday, it was three days long. The event was based on English harvest festivals, which traditionally occurred around the 29th of September. After
that first harvest was completed by the Plymouth colonists, Gov. William
Bradford proclaimed a day of thanksgiving and prayer, shared by all the
colonists and neighboring Indians.
In 1623 a day of fasting and prayer during a period of drought was
changed to one of thanksgiving because the rain came during the prayers.
Gradually the custom prevailed in New England of annually celebrating
thanksgiving after the harvest.

Myth: The pilgrims wore only black and white clothing. They had
buckles on their hats, garments, and shoes.
Fact: Buckles did not come into fashion until later in the seventeenth century and black and white were commonly worn only on
Sunday and formal occasions. Women typically dressed in red,
earthy green, brown, blue, violet, and gray, while men wore clothing in white, beige, black, earthy green, and brown.
Myth: The pilgrims brought furniture with them on the Mayflower.
Fact: The only furniture that the pilgrims brought on the Mayflower was chests and boxes.
They constructed wooden furniture once they settled in Plymouth.
Myth: The Mayflower was headed for Virginia, but due to a navigational mistake it ended up in Cape Cod Massachusetts.
Fact: The Pilgrims were in fact planning to settle in Virginia, but
not the modern-day state of Virginia. They were part of the Virginia Company, which had the rights to most of the eastern seaboard of the U.S. The pilgrims had intended to go to the Hudson
River region in New York State, which would have been considered "Northern Virginia," but they landed in Cape Cod instead.
Treacherous seas prevented them from venturing further south.

http://www.history.com/minisites/thanksgiving

GENQUIIP: Genealogy Bumperstickers
Happiness is growing a family tree.
Do you know where your ancestors are?
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