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LAST MEETING
On August 27, 2008, Treasurer Sue Foy called the meeting to
order. Present were 49 members, which included new members
Ruth Shaw, Kathy Parks, and Sue Markos, whose daughter,
Kim Hudson, was our guest.
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After Georgianne Bigam’s Minutes and Sue Foy’s Financial Report were approved, several chairpersons gave their reports. Research Co-Chair Ellen Horner reported on two cemeteries, Henry
Hanson reported on the Internet workshop, Rodger Koppa
reported on $113 proceeds from the Silent Auction, and Bliss
Wolf reported on signup sheets for two Clayton trips.
Then Sue Foy installed Henry Hanson as Vice-President and
Program Chair and Bobbie Middleton as Recording Secretary.

Ellen Horner received
assurances from BTU’s Pat
Kaspar that BTU will
maintain power lines crossing the Mt. Olive and
Ebenezer Cemeteries, and
they will not be harmed.

Following the business portion of the meeting, Ramblers were entertained with great stories from fellow Ramblers. Joyce Louis, serving
as moderator, introduced speakers. Photos are provided courtesy of
Nancy Hanson. Some of the stories and photos of the speakers follow:
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One tip comes from Dan Castillo: Ascertain when your
county of interest was created and from which county. You
may find the county was divided to create a new county after
the ancestor bought or sold land which was previously recorded in the original county.
Dan visited Pennsylvania to retrieve a probate packet for his
wife’s ancestor in Susquehanna County. Instead of the probate
packet he found a property transaction between an ancestor
Dan Castillo
and his father-in-law. Then Dan drove to Luzerne County and was
able to find property transactions for the target ancestor, Daniel McKinney, when he lived
in a snow suburb of Scranton,. However, Scranton is in another county now. This search is
not over for Dan, and he knows what he has to do. On his next trip to Pennsylvania, he has
at least two more County Courthouses to visit to try to find a paper
trail between Daniel and his son Allen.
Another tip comes from Lylabeth King: Team up with relatives to
discern fact from fiction: Lylabeth King gave an account of her great
grandfather telling on his death bed that he couldn't die without telling that he was not William Frank Murray, but actually John Wilkes
Booth! When first hearing this, we thought he was crazy or joking or
who knows what. Lylabeth has been in contact with a cousin named
Frank, who shared this information: It seems that three weeks before
William Frank’s granddaughter, Aunt Edna died, she told her

Lylabeth King

i.e., Lylabeth’s cousin Frank, that William Frank
had acquired the name because he was hiding
from the government.
Edna had a very old picture of Wm. Frank
Murray in an oval frame with bubble glass and
she told Frank that he could have it, but her son
Johnny refused to give it to him and said his ma
“wasn’t thinking right.” Cousin Frank sent
Lylabeth a picture of their g-grandfather, William
Frank Murray or “old what’s his name.”
In this picture with Wm. Frank Murray is his
wife, Rebecca Olson, and a young girl standing
behind them.
Recently, Lylabeth has been in contact with her
great nephew, who works for the AP, about an
article on John Wilkes Booth. He was interested
for two reasons: One reason is he confessed on
his deathbed and a second reason is that Murray’s
trail from MS to TX to OK was exactly where they think Wilkes went.
Just like any research, there is another step before this story is complete. Lylabeth would like
to compare the Murray DNA, which she does not have yet, to the Wilkes DNA, which is
available via J. W. Booth’s brother.
Another tip for finding the elusive ancestor could come from an
experience with DNA such as what Sue Foy and Bill Lay experienced. DNA is helpful because it helps a researcher connect lines,
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Sue Foy had some luck with DNA, because the DNA test that her
brother did matched with two positive hits that connected her to a
line that she had already researched and discounted because there
were two men (Robert Swan(n)s) in the same county (Jefferson) in
the same state (Tennessee) and they both
ended up in different counties in Indiana
about the same time. As it turned out,
they were probably cousins.

Bill Lay’s g-grandfather, Joseph Lay, moved to Randolph County
in SE Georgia from North Carolina about 1834. A John Lay had
preceded him to the area about 1828. Last year Bill had his DNA
tested. He and another Lay had a similar DNA; they shared a common ancestor within the last 8 to 12 gerations. By looking at census and military records, Bill was not only to prove that the person
Bill Lay
with whom his DNA matched was a John Lay

with whom his DNA matched was a John Lay descendent; he also proved that John Lay and
Joseph Lay were related. They were either brothers or uncle and nephew.
More stories were given, and the audience appreciated the tips that each person presented.
Many thanks to those who contributed their stories. We all learned so much.
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NEXT MEETING:
Henry Hanson will present his topic “Death Records” based on the new website LDS Family
Search Labs has created.
FUTURE SEMINARS AND TRIPS:
Every 2nd Wednesday of the month: Ramblers travel to Clayton Library in Houston.
Contact Bliss Wolfe, 696-0170 or bawolfe@verizon.net for details or sign up at the meetings.
October 8, 2008, is the next trip.
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month: Computer Genealogy Users Group will meet at The
Exit, 1520 Rock Prairie Rd. in College Station, at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is invited to eat at a
local restaurant after the meeting. Mark your calendar: September 17, 2008.
Every 4th Monday of the month: Roots Magic users will meet at the 2nd floor of Bryan
Public Library at 9:30 a.m. Mark your calendar: September 22, 2008
Every last Wednesday of the month: Ramblers will meet at the 2nd floor Senior Circle rooms
of the College Station Professional II building, 1651 Rock Prairie Rd. in College
Station at 9:30 a.m. Mark your calendar: September 24, 2008.

FYI:
A recently overheard quote was “Change is inevitable, except in vending machines.”
In an election year, this thought takes on even more significance. Jim Kuhnhenn reinforces
this idea by writing, “Race, gender, and age barriers are at stake.” (“Historic Campaign
Breaks the Mold,” The Eagle, September 7, 2008, p. A1) John McCain and Sarah Palin as
well as Barak Obama and Joe Biden are testimonies to these barriers.
Change takes many people by surprise. Take the Thomas Dewey
supporters of the 1948 presidential election. According to Wikipedia,
“Virtually every prediction (with or without public opinion polls)
indicated that incumbent President Harry S. Truman would be defeated
by Republican Thomas Dewey.

Truman won, overcoming a three-way split in his
Thomas E. Dewey
own party. Truman’s surprise victory was the fifth
consecutive win for the Democratic Party in a presidential election. Truman’s election confirmed the Democratic Party’s status as the nation’s
majority party, a status they would retain until the conservative realignment in 1968.”
Harry S. Truman

June Cooper has her own memories of the 1948
Presidential Election: “My mother was a Committee Woman
(Republican Party) diligently working to put Thomas E. Dewey into
office. To aid in this effort, she sent out sample voting ballots for the
Republican Party. These ballots were approximately 4 X 15 inches.
Some were pink and some yellow in color.
Since there were so many ballots to send out, addressing them became
a real trial for her. This caused her to enlist my help. I addressed so
many ballots that at age 12 years, I swore that I would never have anything to do with an election. Of course, this idea did not last.

June Cooper, 1948

The Chicago Tribune, then a pro-Republican newspaper, was so sure of Dewey's victory it printed
“DEWEY DEFEATS TRUMAN” on election night
as its headline for the following day. A famous photograph taken the next morning showed Truman
grinning and holding up a copy of that newspaper.
Part of the reason Truman's victory came as such a
shock was because of as-yet uncorrected flaws in the
emerging craft of public opinion polling.

HISTORICAL MOMENT:
1948 seemed to be a year of surprises not only for the presidential election but also for the
senatorial race in Texas. The candidates that year were Senator Lyndon B. Johnson and former governor Coke Stevenson. According to Handbook of Texas
(http://www.tshaonline.org), “When the United States entered WWII in December 1941,
Johnson joined the navy as a lieutenant commander. He saw combat during an inspection
tour of the South Pacific in 1942. He left the navy in response to President Roosevelt’s directive that congressmen should remain in Washington.
Johnson made another race for the Senate in 1948
against popular former governor Coke Stevenson.
Texas had lost its earlier affection for the New Deal,
and Johnson stressed his own conservatism in the
election. The runoff primary in August 1948 was very
close. Amid charges of ballot-box stuffing and other
fraudulent practices Johnson was declared the Democratic nominee only after extended legal battles.”
• On primary night, a Saturday, Johnson trailed Mr.
Stevenson by 20,000 votes.
• Unreported were the votes of San Antonio where Stevenson had defeated Johnson 2 to 1
in the first primary.
• When those votes came in Johnson carried San Antonio by 10,000 votes.
• Later in the evening votes from the Rio Grande Valley eroded Stevenson’s lead to 854
votes.
• The next day county officials “discovered” that the returns from one precinct had not been
counted. These votes went overwhelming to Johnson.
• On Tuesday the State’s Election Bureau announced that complete returns had given
Stevenson a 349-vote victory, with 40 votes still uncounted.
• On Friday the Rio Grande Valley precincts made “corrections” in their election returns,
cutting Stevenson’s lead to 157.
• Also on Friday Jim Wells County telephoned in its amended return, “and suddenly, with
virtually all the counting in the election over, Coke Stevenson was no longer ahead,” Mr.
Caro said. Johnson had won by 87 votes.
Johnson went on to do a number of great things for the country. He died in 1973, but the
nickname “Landslide Lyndon” stayed with him for many years.
GENQUIP: A great oak is only a little nut that held his ground.
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