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LAST MEETING
President Mary Elizabeth Dresser called the meeting to order on
May 28, 2008. There were 52 members were present, and guests
included Mary Marquis Poulain, Debbie Giesenschlag, and Nicki
George. Two more guests, Jerry Markowich and Sharon Rinehard,
became members at the meeting.
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The March minutes were approved as submitted and the Treasurer’s Report was presented. Committee Chairs updated Ramblers
on the Clayton Library trips, the Salt Lake City trip, the internet
workshop July 23 9-12 at Lincoln Center, and uploading cemetery
information.

Joycine Eckermann Hanath

Following the business meeting, Joyce Louis introduced speaker
Joycine Eckermann Hanath.

“Researching Your German
Ancestors”

Ms. Hanath not only related some interesting stories about her ancestors in Germany, but she
also gave us some search tips for our own ancestors.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do your homework. Identify the town before you go to Europe.
Speaking German helps. If you don’t speak fluent German, learn some basic family
terms in German language.
So much can be gained by going to the village. Her daughter was able to ring the bell at
the same church that her grandparents had attended.
Be sure to look at the Lutheran Church records before you go at an LDS computer lab or
on-line sources.
Locate naturalization papers because they develop an understanding of where their city/
village/parish is located.
Keep in mind that the original village names may have changed.
Find a good map to pinpoint the village/city/parish.
Visit cemeteries after the villagers’ work hours because that is the time they visit the
cemetery to clean up the family graves. This is the time before dark is when you could
possibly meet someone who knew your family.

A comprehensive website on German research is http://hostville.com/hoelscher/genres.htm
After the program, Ramblers were able to view and take her free German magazines as
shown below.

NEXT MEETING:
June 25, 2008:
Lesley Douthwaite, Asst. Mgr., Clayton
Library,
will speak on the topic,
“Researching Your English Ancestors.”

FUTURE SEMINARS AND TRIPS:
Every 2nd Wednesday of the month: Ramblers travel to Clayton Library in Houston.
Contact Novella Hronek, (979)-272-8040 or novella.hronek@verizon.net for details or sign
up at the meetings. June 11, 2008, is the next trip.
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month: Computer Genealogy Users Group will meet at The
Exit, 1520 Rock Prairie Rd. in College Station, at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is invited to eat at a
local restaurant after the meeting. Mark your calendar: June 18, 2008.
Every last Wednesday of the month: Ramblers will meet at the 2nd floor Senior Circle rooms
of the College Station Professional II building, 1651 Rock Prairie Rd. in College
Station at 9:30 a.m. Mark your calendar: June 25, 2008.
No Roots Magic meetings until September.
July 17-19, 2008: Angelina College 3-day conference. Find more information at
http://www.angelina.edu/genealogy.htm. Copy the link and paste it into your web browser
search location.
September 3-6, 2008: Federation of Genealogical Societies presents “Footprints of Family
History” at the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia. Go to www.fgs.org for more
information. Copy the link and paste it into your web browser search location.
October 4, 2008: Czech Roots and Christmas Memories at the Caldwell Civic/Visitor Center.
Full details coming soon.
FYI:
1. Did you know the process that members of the Cemetery and Website Committees
follow to get the latest cemetery information uploaded to our website?
First, Mary Jo and Bill Lay took pictures of House Cemetery tombstones and then
indexed the information on an Excel spreadsheet. Then, they gave that information to Ellen
Horner, who checked the information. Finally, Ellen gave the information to Rod and
Frances Martin, who created the alphabetical tables and the location tables and linked the
photographs before uploading to the website. Sue Foy indexed the web site for the search engine. Many other Ramblers have put their time into this cemetery indexing project too, and we
appreciate all they do.
2. Do you remember going on scavenger hunts as a kid? Well, searching for your ancestors is
similar. On the map on the following page are three starting points for searching for your ancestor. All starting points begin with a big X and are color coded. Think of an
ancestor you have had problems locating, and as you follow the three different maps, see if an
idea pops into your head that may help you locate the “lost but not forgotten” relative.

SUCCESS STORIES:
The 33rd Annual Family Land Heritage Ceremony was held on April 4, 2008, at the Texas
State Capitol in Austin, Texas. The Texas Department of Agriculture’s Family Land Heritage
Program recognizes farms and ranches for continuous agricultural production by the same family for 100 years or more. To the families that own the family farm today, Todd Staples, Agriculture Commissioner of Texas, wrote these words:
“Your ancestors dreamed of owning land and building a better life. They survived frontier
life and hardships with courage and ingenuity. You are the living proof they
succeeded. You make their dream alive today.”
One of the 100 year award recipients this year was the Bob and Joy Davidson Ranch of Brazos
County. Accepting the award in Austin were Joy Davidson, current owner of the property and
wife of Robert Duard Davidson
(deceased) and their son, Kenneth Wesley
Davidson (Yorba Linda, California).
Other Davidson family members attending
the ceremony
included: Mary Ruth Davidson Patranella
(Bryan, Texas), Marjorie Davidson Morris
(Bryan, Texas), Susan Davidson Lee
(College Station, Texas), Bruce and Sara
Davidson (Allen, Texas), Karen Davidson
(Yorba Linda, California), and Mark
Patranella (Brenham, Texas).
Proud family recipients with their plaque
include left to right:
Mary Ruth Davidson Patranella,
Joy Davidson,
Marjorie Davidson Morris, and
Agnes Davidson Buchanan.
The picture to the left is from the
picture on the plaque, and was taken
April 2007 at the site of the old
homestead on the property being
honored. It is the last photo taken
of Bob Davidson before his death
on May 25, 2007.
On the right is Bob Davidson,
deceased, who was the brother of
the Davidson sisters and husband of
Joy Davidson, holding the plaque.

So, what was the dream of the Davidson ancestors? According to the Family Land Heritage
application, Amanda Ridge Bynum Davidson, born January 24, 1855 in either Kentucky or
Missouri moved to Texas about 1870 with her mother and sister seeking a better climate. She
married H.C. Bynum, with whom she had four children. She was widowed in 1880, when she
was 25, just a few months before her fourth child was born.
In 1885, at age 30, she purchased the land now known as
the Bob and Joy Davidson Ranch. The land had
previously belonged to her sister and brother-in-law, Julia
A. and Ezra Broadus, who sold the land to W.C. Glover,
from whom Amanda purchased it.
On February 17, 1889, Amanda married Samuel George
Davidson, one of the original land grant owners of Brazos
County. Samuel Davidson had five children from his marriage to Margaret Pratt, who died in January 1888.
Amanda and Samuel had seven children: Amanda’s four
children along with the three children Amanda and Samuel
had together.
Amanda died February 19, 1926, and is buried in House Cemetery, Edge, Brazos County,
Texas. To see Amanda’s tombstone, go to the Research Rambler website:
http://www.texasresearchramblers.org/cemeterypages/house/house.html
One child was Robert Lee Davidson and the dream was continued with the second generation of
Davidsons to own the property. He was married to Sarah Emma George on June 22, 1919, and
they were the parents of Mary Ruth, Agnes, Marjorie, Edgar Douglas and Robert Duard. Both
of the boys are deceased. Robert Lee continued the agricultural use of the land, principally for
grazing livestock.
Upon his death the land passed to the third
generation, Robert Duard, who actively continued
cattle production as long as his health permitted.
Even today the land is leased to Dennis Davidson,
the son of Douglas, and still continues to fulfill the
dream of Amanda Davidson.
Many thanks to Marjorie Morris, Susan Lee,
Karen Davidson, and Bob Morris, who provided the
information and photos on the
Bob and Joy Davidson Ranch.
Congratulations to the Davidson Family for being an
honoree at the Family Land Heritage
Ceremony for the year 2008.

HISTORICAL MOMENT
Dear Ma, June 3,1944—Here I am, just a 19 year
old kid, who has never been out of my home state,
yet, now I’m a part of the 160,000 Allied troops
ordered to land on a 50-mile stretch of Frenchie
coastline called Normandy. I’ve included some
pictures, so’s you know what I’m talking about.
This first one is of Normandy.
We were told that the Allied Forces had decided it
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pointe_du_Hoc
was necessary to take out the German control point
at Pointe du Hoc. As a result, me and my buddies are part of a
Ranger battalion of the U.S. Army, commanded by Lt. Col. James
Earl Rudder. We’ve been training for cliff assault on the Isle of
Wight, under the direction of British Commandos like in this picture here.
Now, if all goes well, Companies D,E, and F of the U.S. Army’s
2nd Ranger Battalion would land at the foot of the cliffs, scale
them using ropes, ladders, and grapples just like we practiced in
this picture at right. The enemy will be shooting down at us picking us off one at a time. Not exactly fair, is it?
We’re ready to get this show on the road, but before we can land,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
the Allied Forces have to bomb the coastline, sort of a pre-invasion Pointe_du_Hoc
show, you might say. I’m sending you
this picture, so you can see what the planes looked like.
Things are getting hectic, Ma, so I’ll continue this letter later, I hope.
Your son, Charlie
*****************************************************
June 12—Hello, Ma, it’s 9 days later, but I’m still here. After some
delay, we did land June 6 at the base of Pointe du Hoc and started
climbing the 100 foot cliffs. Nothin’ to it. In fact, we had very few
casualties.
Unbeknownst to me and my buddies though, our objective at the top
of the cliff, which were the 6 captured French 155 mm guns, had
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
been moved just one day earlier. We suspect that all our
Pointe_du_Hoc
previous bombing scared Gen. Rommel into moving them guns.
Well, once we got to the top, we regrouped, and a patrol went out to find the guns we had
come for. Once they found them, the soldiers destroyed them with thermite grenades. This
battery was sighted solely for Utah Beach and could have done a lot of damage if we hadn’t
destroyed it.

Ma, you wouldn’t believe how terrible it was once we started moving inland. For 21/2 days we
fought the German counterattacks without any relief. Of the 225 soldiers that landed, climbed,
and fought, only 90 were left that were able to fight anymore after the Allied Forces found us
and relieved us. We know we were crucial for the Allied Forces to advance farther inland into
France and eventually liberate France and other countries that had been under Hitler’s rule for
so long. After all me and my buddies went through, we would do it over again, because we
know what we did was important. Your loving son, Charlie
*************************************************************************
My acknowledgements to the following sources:
1. Alan Sayre, “Vets Commemorate D-Day,” The Bryan-College Station Eagle 07 June 2008,
A3.
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pointe_du_Hoc
3. Memorial Plaque to Lt. Col. Earl Rudder at Pointe du Hoc, Normandy, France
*************************************************************************
Now, let’s fast forward to June, 2008.
The 64th anniversary of D-Day, June 6, 2008, was
observed throughout the USA and Normandy. My
husband, Paul, son, Keith, and I, Helen Kunz, were in
Normandy prior to D-Day this past May, and some
locals were encouraging us to stay for the celebration.
Some of our pictures were poignant reminders of
the terrific struggle between two opposing forces.

.

We visited the beaches at
Arromanches and Pointe du Hoc,
where there is a memorial to Lt.
Col. James Earl Rudder. There is
also an informative display that described the Allied Forces landings.

One view was the barbed wire that
greeted the soldiers who had scaled
the cliffs and were trying to climb
over the top.
Another view was the bombed
gun casements as well as the
gouged out land from the bombs.
A final view was the American Cemetery farther down
the beach. This was the final resting place for so many
soldiers who remained with their commanding officers.

PRESS RELEASE from Brazos County Historical Commission, Charles
R.Schultz, Chair and Henry Mayo, Vice-chair:
In honor of Historic Preservation Month, The Brazos County Historical Commission is showcasing its new interactive website at the following:
http://www.brazoscountyhistory.org/
Primarily developed to educate the public about historic resources in Brazos
County, as well as encourage local historic preservation and heritage tourism,
they have included several useful research tools. These include original research
documents (“narratives”).
If there is a particular marker you want to find, which exists somewhere in our
county, be sure to check out the Search tool at the top of the site. You can search
on any text used in the markers, titles, or other information.

GENQUIP:
The cheapest way to have your family tree traced is to run for public office.
*************************************************************************
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