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LAST MEETING
On January 30, 2008, Research Ramblers met at their new meeting
place, the Senior Circle location, 1651 Rock Prairie Rd., College
Station, Texas. Following a welcome by Phyllis Davis, Director of
Senior Circle, a branch of College Station Medical Center, President
Mary Elizabeth Dresser opened the meeting for business. She recognized our 8 guests, Marjorie Therrell, Jane Magill, Paula
Rayburn, Robert Cortiaus, Bob Rogers, Joyce Rogers, as well as
Gary and Sue Thomas, who became members. The Minutes and
Financial Report were accepted and filed. Many thanks to Kitty
Anding for the fine job they did on the new Rambler brochure.
Following Committee Reports
of upcoming events, Mary
Elizabeth turned the program
over to Jane Cohen, who introduced our speaker, Alice
Braud-Jones, whose program
was titled, “Writing Your
‘Swan Song.’”
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Alice notes that the obituary can be compared to a musical score. The first part is the introduction, or title, which gives the full name, maiden name, nickname, date, place, and cause of
death. The second part is the bridge, or harmonic connection between movements, which
gives the date and place of birth. The most important part is the third part, she calls the verse,
or a stanza of a hymn or long poem. Constituting 50% of the obituary, this part is about the
person’s life, dreams, achievements, family events, and important people in
his/her life.
The fourth part, the chorus, or song refrain, is an account of appropriate
statistics, such as education, military service, and profession. The last part
is the run, or a rapid sequence of notes, is information on the last rites,
burial service, memorial service, pall bearers, and donation preferences.
Also, Alice prepared a handout that described 5 different types of obituaries depending on the
audience. Her word of caution is that whatever data is published may be captured by the Internet or other data gathering services and could appear with unrestricted access for decades, so be
cautious about giving extensive personal data such as specific dates and addresses.
Since this testimony is of your life, be positive. Also, start collecting pictures you want to
share with others at your funeral service. Your obituary may appear on the funeral home’s web
site, so pick a picture you want others to remember.
Thank you, Alice, for getting us thinking about writing our own obituary. Maybe now we will
actually do something about it. Hmm… Is there a workshop in the works here?
NEXT MEETING:
Dean Duncan announced that at our February 27, 2008, Nancy Brennan, C.G., from
San Antonio, will speak on “Huguenots.” We will be meeting at our new regular place,
Senior Circle, 1651 Rock Prairie Rd., College Station, Texas, at 9:30 a.m.
FUTURE SEMINARS AND TRIPS:
Every 2nd Wednesday of the month: Ramblers travel to Clayton Library in Houston. Contact
Bliss Wolfe for details or sign-up sheet at the meetings. March 12, 2008, is the next trip.
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month: Computer Genealogy Users Group will meet at The
Exit, 1520 Rock Prairie Rd. in College Station, at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is invited to eat at a
local restaurant after the meeting. Mark your calendar: February 20, 2008.
Every last Wednesday of the month: Ramblers will meet at the 2nd floor Senior Circle rooms
of the College Station Professional II building, 1651 Rock Prairie Rd. in College Station at
9:30 a.m. Mark your calendar: February 27, 2008.

The Roots Magic Study Group will the 4th Monday of each month (except December).
The next meeting will be on February 25, 2008, at the Bryan Library Meeting room.
Starting February 5 and meeting on each Tuesday in February and into March, Gail Sewell
and other Ramblers will be having 6 Orientation Sessions at Bryan Library and Carnegie
If interested, contact Gail Sewell at hgails@suddenlink.net or (979)-822-9366.
May 3, 2008: Bay Area Genealogical Society presents Christine Rose, a noted genealogist at
their program. Topics include Estates: A Goldmine!, Abstracting and Transcribing, Military
Records for Problem Solving, and Solving the Problem “On-site” in 25 Hours or Less. Check
the BAGS website at: www.txbayareagen.org for seminar information and registration details.
April 12, 2008: The Mary Collie Cooper Memorial Lecture will be held on the second
floor, at the Active Advantage/Senior Circle auditorium of the College Station Professional II
building, located at 1651 Rock Prairie Road in College Station, Texas. John Sellers will present four topics: The Court System, Criminal and Civil, Court System Case Studies, Women,
That Gender You Can’t Do Without in Your Research, and Revisiting History in Your
Genealogical Studies.
If you did not pick up a registration form at the last meeting, you can print up this page, fill in
the information, and send it and your check to Sue Foy at the address below.

Registration Form
Mary Collie Cooper Lecture
April 12, 2008
Name: _____________________________________Date ________________________
Address: ____________________________ City: _______________ State ___ Zip _____
Registration fee of $25 for members, or $30 for non-members will include hand-outs
and a box lunch.
Sandwich choice (Please check one): Ham & Swiss [ ] Turkey & Swiss [ ]
Chicken Salad [ ] or Tuna Salad [ ]
Deadline for registrations is Friday, April 4, 2008
Mail registration form & check payable to Texas Research Ramblers to:
Sue Foy, Texas Research Ramblers, P.O. Box 11195, College Station, TX 77842-1195

February 16, 2008: The German Genealogy Seminar sponsored by the German-Texan
Heritage Society will take place at the Student Center, 1002 Second St., Blinn College,
across from the baseball field, Brenham, Texas. They will have 4 different speakers. For
more information, go to the web at www.germantexans.org .
March 15, 2008: The Williamson County Genealogical Society will present its Annual
Seminar at the First United Methodist Church, 1004 North Mays, Round Rock, Texas. Their
speaker will be Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, FNGS. For registration information go to
www.rootsweb.com/~txwcgs/ or to jbhorick@yahoo.com
FYI:
Many of you have already been using Heritage Quest through TexShare. Now the Bryan and
College Station Libraries have added new databases that may interest you.
If you have an active library card, you can access some of these databases from home via the
library’s website: www.bcslibrary.org .
Some of the databases must be accessed at the library itself, such as Lexis-Nexis and Ancestry
Library Edition, which I recently used. Both sites are very helpful for genealogy research.

SUCCESS STORIES:

Our success story is our new location at Senior Circle. We had 58 member in attendance and eight
guests plus the speaker.

Some of the people gathering before the
meeting began are Jim Boone, Mora
Boone, and Jane Thompson talking to
Alice Braud-Jones, our speaker from
Clayton Friends.

Nancy Hanson and Betty Thompson may
be sharing genealogical techniques.

Gail Sewell and Linda Ferguson may be
discussing the training sessions Gail will
lead at the Bryan libraries.

Karen and Tom Levett are catching up on news
with John Vitopil, Emma Gene Schroeder, and
Mary Elizabeth Dresser.

Marjorie Therell, Georgianne Bigam,
Charlotte Neill, Ruth Cozart, and a guest
are getting ready to hear Alice B. Jones.

Christine Hyman, Joyce Louis, Novella
Hronek, and Marjorie Leinhart welcome
Wayne Schmidt.

Mary Hamlin, Hillary Jessup, Jane Maxwell,
Patti Kruger, and Gene Voelkel could be discussing strategies for research.
Historical Moment:
The automobile as we know it was not invented in a single day by a single inventor.
The history of the automobile reflects an evolution that took place worldwide. It is estimated that over 100, 000 patents created the
modern automobile. However, we can point
to the many firsts that occurred along the way.
Mary Bellis, in her article, “The History of the http:inventors.about.com/library/weekly/
Automobile” at explains that plans for a motor
vehicle had actually been drawn up by Leonardo da Vinci and Isaac Newton. This old engraving depicts the 1771 crash of Nicolas Joseph Cugnot’s steam-powered car into a stone wall.
Historians feel that Cugnot was the inventor of the first automobile.

Joyce Louis recalls a story handed down to her. It seems that her grandfather, Josh McGee,
and grandmother, Myrt Banister McGee, moved to San Antonio after 1911. Josh soon bought a
car and brought it home. There was a fairly large circular turn-around in front of his workplace.
One day he quickly showed Myrt the basics of operating the magneto and starting the vehicle
and left her the car, going to work with someone else. She was supposed to pick him up later.
She does OK and gets to the workplace, but then realizes that she
doesn’t remember how to stop. He is waiting expectantly at the curb with some co-workers
who are all surprised when she sails on by, makes the circle, and then sails by again. He calls,
“Stop!” She calls out on the next pass, “I don’t know how.” When she comes around again, he
jumps on the fender and helps her stop the car. What a treasure of a story!

In the picture above is Rodger Koppa,
age 2, with his father, Dr. Thaddeus
Koppa, circa 1938 with a 1938 creamcolored Ford, taken in Berkeley, CA.
Henry Hanson shared this picture with
two trucks. On the right, is the 1952
Studebaker pickup he learned to drive
and got his driver’s license at 14.The
truck on the left, a GMC 1948 truck, was
his uncle’s, who was taking the picture.
The scene is at Matagorda Beach in 1955
or 1956. From the left side are Henry’s
dad, John, Hanson; his mother, Zelma;
her sister, Jeannie Elizabeth Crady; his
brother, John Paul, and Henry, at right.

Pictured above with the 1926 or 1927
Lincoln are Rodger Koppa’s uncle,
Edmund Koppa; his sister Blanche, and
his mother, (Rodger’s grandmother) Stella
Prszmorski Koppa circa 1928 in Chicago.

Georgianne Bigam shared this picture on the
left of her mother Hazel Waggoner and her
brother Dick Menough, with his first car, a red
1934 Ford. Dick explained that it had about 20
small lights all around. It burned oil so fast that
he used drain oil from the gas station waste barrels. He left it at the fraternity house when he
went into the Service. Georgianne remembers
that the top was not quite automatic, but it did
have a rumble seat, which was so cool!

Carol Lyon shares this picture of her
grandfather, Louis Charles Lawrence,
sitting in his Lincoln in front of his
business, which was the first Ford
dealership in La Porte, Texas, in 1915.
As Carol’s father, Kenneth, and her
brother, Arthur, grew up, they both
entered the business, which became
known as L.C. Lawrence and Sons.
Carol’s father remembered picking up
the partly assembled Fords as they
came off the trains. He would put as
much together as he needed, so he
could drive them to La Port to be
finished at the dealership.
And now, the rest of the story on Lydia Louise—well, more precisely, Lydia Louise
Mehrtens Buck. Bliss Wolfe tells this story of her mother.
Transportation in New Orleans in the 1920s was cheap and plentiful. You could travel all over
the city by streetcar for a dime. Consequently, most people did not
own a car including Lydia’s family. Since she and her family liked
to go over to the Gulf Coast-Waveland, Mississippi, for vacations
and family outings, they decided a car would be more convenient
than taking the train.
Lydia made a deal with her brothers, Fred and Clifton; she would
buy a car if they would drive it. So, about 1922, she bought a bright
red model “T” Ford. She was teased a lot by her friends and
neighbors because of the shocking color—they called it a “tomato
can.” Since all new Fords were painted black at that time, her car
must have been previously owned and repainted.
The funny part of this story is that she never drove a car in her life
and she never learned to drive.
Many thanks to Joyce Louis, Rodger Koppa, Georgianne Bigam, Henry Hanson, Carol Lyon, and Bliss Wolfe for sharing their stories with us.
GENQUIP:
“Gentility is what is left over from rich ancestors after the money is gone.” John Ciardi
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