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LAST MEETING
Mary Elizabeth Dresser opened the first Research Rambler meeting of her 2007-09 term as President. Guests included 58 members, new member Ruth Humphrey, new member Libby Vastano,
and guest Swiki Anderson.
In the future the Minutes and the Financial Report will be sent out
at the same time so that members will have time to peruse them
before the meeting.
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Following the business meeting Dean Duncan introduced our
speaker, Dr. Charles Farnsworth. When Dr. Farnsworth is not
working at the TAMU Vet School, he is working on his family
website, which we were able to see in part. During his presentation, “Putting Your Genealogical Material on the Internet,” Dr.
Farnsworth explained a step-by-step procedure to help us set up
our own family’s information on the internet:
I. Open your photo manipulation program, such as Photoshop.
A. Draw a rectangle, fill with a background color, bevel the
edges, and add an inner shadow. It is this rectangle upon which
you are going to place your ancestor’s picture.
B. Draw the lines that you are going to connect to the rectangles of your ancestor chart.

Dr. Charles Farnsworth

II. All items must be in digital format, so scan any pictures or documents into your computer if they are not in digital format. The pictures you have downloaded from your
digital camera are in digital format. If you want to keep the handwriting intact of a letter or diary, scan those pages in as a photo.
III. Open Dreamweaver or other webpage software. It is best to plan your page ahead of
time.
IV. Some hints he gave us include the following:
A. “Save as” a new name so you won’t overwrite the webpage.
B. Look for a server provider who will let you use your own software. Verizon requires that you use their software.
C. Have no pertinent data about living people, except the names of children and
date of birth for each child.
We thank Dr. Farnsworth for giving us some ideas on what to do with all our research.
Doing a little socializing between the
business meeting and the program are
Tom Levett, Ray George, and Glinn
White.

FYI: How Far Do You Go? Suggestions from the Experts: Ceil Wendt Jensen, a family
history lecturer and family website designer and Cyndi Howells of Cyndi’s List
 Determine your goals-Who are your visitors? What are you trying to do?
 Keep it simple-Says Cyndi Howells of Cyndi’s List, “Make it easy to negotiate the
site, and make it easy for people to contact you.”
 Make a commitment-Once you post a site, keep it updated and check back often—
even minor maintenance can reap major rewards.
 Include elements of privacy—Ceil Wendt Jensen suggests password-protected areas
where living relatives can share information about themselves safely.
 Do something. Do anything—If creating even a simple website is more than you’re
ready for, never forget the power of an online post.
Message boards at RootsWeb, Ancestry.com, and other sites have been very effective
in linking long-lost family.
From July/August 2007 Ancestry magazine, p. 45

NEXT MEETING
Our next meeting will be at 9:30 a.m. on October 31, 2007, at the Annex Fellowship Hall of
the A&M United Methodist Church. Our very own Ramblers will report on their findings at
the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Whooooo! What will they ask? Perhaps,
Why do mummies have trouble keeping friends?
Because they're so wrapped up in themselves...
FUTURE SEMINARS AND TRIPS
Every 2nd Wednesday of the month: Ramblers travel to Clayton Library in Houston. Contact Bliss Wolfe for details. Also, there is a sign-up sheet at the meetings.
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month: Computer Genealogy Users Group will meet at The
Exit, 1520 Rock Prairie Rd. in College Station, at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is invited to eat at a
local restaurant after the meeting. Mark your calendar: October 17, 2007.
Every last Wednesday of the month: Research Ramblers will meet at the Annex Fellowship Hall of the A&M United Methodist Church, 417 University Dr. in College Station at
9:30 a.m. Mark your calendar: October 31, 2007.
The Roots Magic Study Group will the 4th Monday of each month (except December).
The next meeting will be on October 22, 2007, at the Bryan Library Meeting room. Bring
your ideas or questions to share with others.
October 12, 2007: Burnet County Genealogical Society Seminar, Burnet, Texas. Check
out the information at http://www.rootsweb.com/~txburnet/
November 9 and 10, 2007: Texas
State Genealogical Society, Tyler,
Texas. For information, go to
www.rootsweb.com/~txsgs
FYI: Bliss Wolfe sends us an interesting website, www.findagrave.com .
She writes that this website is very useful to list your ancestor’s graves plus
other info on them. And it is a good
way to let others who maybe looking
for the same ancestors to find you.

What do skeletons say before they
begin dining?
Bone appetit!

SUCCESS STORIES
The Smetana Cemetery project developed by Gail Sewell, Frances and Rod Martin was
recently uploaded to the Rambler website. The team inventoried the cemetery, photographed tombstones, edited the pictures, and entered the information from more than 400
grave sites into a computer in preparation for the website.
If you want to see just how much they accomplished,
go to this link below:
http://www.texasresearchramblers.org/cemeterypages/
smetana/smetana.html
Scroll all the way through. It’s quite amazing!

Recently uploaded also by Frances and Rod Martin is
the St Thomas Columbarium. The final resting place
for cremated ashes are within the church. See the rest
of the interesting pictures the Martins took at
St. Thomas Episcopal Church in College Station,
Texas.
http://texasresearchramblers.org/cemeterypages/
The latest addition to the cemetery
portion of the Rambler website is
the Kurten Cemetery page. Margaret Jones and Barbara Braden did
the research while Ellen and
Charles Horner as well as Dan
Castillo took the pictures.
http://texasresearchramblers.org/
cemeterypages/kurten/kurten.html
The Cemetery Research Committee
has done an outstanding job with
their research, taking pictures. Then, Sue Foy continually does an outstanding job to maintain our website by uploading Ramblers’ research and
pictures.

Another success story was the kick-off meeting of the Roots Magic Ramblers. Sue Foy
covered a lot of techniques and entertained questions that led to other questions. This group
is becoming quite proficient in the software. Just ask any of the future instructors below:

Front Row left to right: JoAn Dean, Sharon Currie, Helen Wolf, Pat Koppa, & June Cooper
Back Row left to right: Sue Foy, Hillary Jessup, Ruth Cozart, Pat Gunter, & Mary Elizabeth
Dresser. Not pictured: Bob Cohen and Helen Kunz

HISTORICAL MOMENT:
Imagine yourself living in the newly formed Republic of Texas. The
year is 1836. The location is Washington-on-the-Brazos. You observed the March 2 convention in which all powers of sovereignty
were claimed and exercised. You saw them vote to adopt the Declaration of Independence. You watched the delegates write a constitution
and inaugurated executive officers.
Being extremely loyal to the new government, you swore to President
Burnet that you would protect the official documents of the government wherever the location. However, you feared for your life because Santa Anna’s troops were moving toward this convention location.
To protect the newly formed government, President Burnet changed the government seat
several times. From Washington-on-the-Brazos, you and the official documents traveled
with the President to several locations:



Harrisburg on Buffalo
Bayou as a temporary capital.



The steamboat Cayuga at
Harrisburg from April 1526, 1836
The Cayuga

www.google/images.com



Velasco until October
www.lsjunction.com/places



Columbia (today’s West Columbia) in
October 1836. This site became the first
capital of an elected government of the
Republic of Texas. Pictured is a replica
of the capitol. It was located about 40
miles from Houston.



Houston: President Houston, on
December 15, 1836, ordered the seat
of government removed to Houston.
The government began operating from Houston on
April 19, 1837. The town was laid out on the
bayou above Harrisburg and became the
county seat of Harrisburg (later Harris) County.

www.texasalmanac.com

In 1839, the Capital Commission selected the
“site of the town of Waterloo, on the north bank of
the Colorado” as the permanent capital.

www.lsjunction.com/places

This was confirmed by the Texas Congress January 19, 1839, and the place was renamed
Austin in honor of Stephen F. Austin. President Mirabeau B. Lamar and his cabinet moved
there October 17, 1839.
When Mexican troops threatened San Antonio in March 1842, President Sam Houston ordered the government moved to Houston. Officials moved to Washington-on-the Brazos, in
September, and Houston sent men to Austin to fetch the archives. Austin citizens feared
that if the papers were moved, Austin would lose its status as capital permanently. In an
action know as the Archive War, the citizens stopped
Houston’s men and returned the archives to Austin.
Austin became the capital again in 1844.
The capitol was headquarters of the government
from 1839-42 and again from 1845-1855.
Now that all the fussing and fuming is over with the
archives and place of our capital, you, loyal citizen,
can sit back and enjoy the growth of Austin as a stable place to raise your family.

www.lsjunction.com/facts.htm

GENQUIP:
Welcome to “The Doo-Wop Oldies Quiz.” See how much you remember of these
songs.
I. When did “Little Suzie” finally wake up?
A. The movie’s over, it’s 2 o’clock
B. The movie’s over, it’s 3 o’clock
C. The movie’s over, it’s 4 o’clock
II. He asked, “Why’s everybody always pickin’ on me? Who was he?
A. “Bad Bad Leroy Brown
B. Charlie Brown
C. Buster Brown
III. Who is generally given credit for the term “Rock and Roll”?
A. Dick Clark
B. Wolfman Jack
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