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Christmas: A time to remember…. 

BY MARY JANE MILLENDER 

“Christmas is a coming. 

The geese is gettin’ fat, 

Please put a penny in the old man’s hat. 

If you haven’t got a penny, 

Then haf’ a penny will do. 

If you haven’t got that, 

Then God Bless You!” 

As Christmas approached each year when I was a child, my grandmother, Laura Mantooth 

Kimmey, would sing the above lyrics to me each time I visited her in Lufkin, Texas. When I 



would ask her, “Mammaw, who wrote that song?” She’d reply, “Darlin’, it must have come with 

those early Mantooths when they sailed away from Scotland years and years ago.”  

Many years later, when it was my turn to sing “Christmas is a-coming” to my young grandchildren 

and they’d ask, “Mum-Mum, where did that funny song come from?” I just used my 

grandmother’s answer. It worked for her and it worked for me. 

 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 
Reprinted from the Star of the Republic Museum’s Winter 1978 Newsletter 

 

As Christmas nears, it seems appropriate to conjure the “Ghost of Christmas Past” and reflect 

upon Christmas in the Texas Republic. 

Texans of the 1830s and 1840s celebrated Christmas with vigor. Yet their celebrations bore 

few resemblances to today’s (1978) traditional Christmas. First, Santa Claus and his reindeer 

had not yet made their appearance upon the Texas frontier. Second, Texans did not decorate 

Christmas trees as is our custom today.  

Although the first recorded Christmas tree in Texas was decorated by 

German immigrants in New Braunfels in 1846, this was not common 

practice. (It has been estimated that even by 1900, only one American 

family in five had a Christmas tree.) Finally, the early Texans did not give 

or exchange gifts, a tradition at the very heart of our secular Christmas 

celebration. 

Christmas in the Texas Republic was a great social occasion when families and friends gathered 

for food and fun. The festivities of the season usually began on Christmas Eve and lasted 

through New Year’s Day. Folks hosted grand dinners and suppers for relatives, friends and even 

strangers passing through their community. 

Children participated in candy-pullings and other amusements, while community dances were 

held for adults. “Just plain visitin’” took on new qualities during the Christmas season. And 

undoubtedly, liquor flowed freely at most social gathers during the season. 



William Bollaert, an English traveler in Texas, described Christmas in Huntsville in 1843: 

“Christmas Day, 1843. Egg nog, the favourite beverage this morning (made of the white and 

yellow of egg, beaten up separately, the yellow with sugar, then both mixed with whiskey, 

brandy and new milk to thin it—somewhat pleasant, but of a bilious nature). Visitings amongst 

neighbors; dinner and merry makings.” 

A German scientist visited Texas in 1845 and reported: “I spent Christmas Eve in Galveston.    

The customary manner of celebrating it be decorating a tree and exchanging presents appeared  

to be unknown however, small groups gathered socially and observed the day in festive spirit. On 

the following day an acquaintance of mine invited me to go to the Tremont House, the most 

prominent hotel in Galveston, to indulge in a glass of whiskey punch.  This is the national drink 

here with which Christmas is celebrated.” 

And one diarist in Nacogdoches described Christmas in 1843 as “the worst Christmas I have 

seen here.” There was nothing going on, he stated “except a few drunken men having a fuss.” 

 

PAST CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 

BY JERRY MARKOWICH 

 

I went to Germany with Tank Company, 2nd Battalion, Third Armored 

Cavalry Regiment in August, 1955. Stationed in Bamberg, Germany that 

December, it was too far to go home for the Christmas holiday, and I 

was too young to realize I was in a special place for Christmas. So, one 

of the other guys and I decided it would be appropriate to celebrate by 

going to church on Christmas Eve. So we did. 

My guess is that we ended up in either a Catholic or Lutheran 

“Cathedral.” We all stood in this very cold “Cathedral.” The others sang 

and went through the liturgy. My guess again is that we were in a 

Catholic church; the liturgy was in Latin, the hymns in German with two 

GIs being spectators to this special Christmas Eve. 

In 1971, the Jerry Markowich family moved from Fort Lauderdale (and 

where Christmas is warm) to Pleasantville, New York, where we expected 

colder Christmases. Our children were young and involved in all kinds of 

Christmas programs at our church (Emanuel Lutheran Church) just about three-quarters of a 

block down the hill. Mary and I both sang in the choir and hosted several Christmas parties each 

year. We introduced our exchange student, Angela Moreria, from Brazil to her first winter 

The Markowich Family on 
Christmas Day,1945: 
Jerry, Dave, Back Row; 
Harry and Jackie in Front 
Row. 



Christmas. And family from Texas, Michigan and Ohio came a couple of years to celebrate 

Christmas with us. 

Pleasantville was a wonderful hometown and brought us many great memories. And then we 

moved to Texas, back home for Mary, almost. Mary considers Dallas her hometown, which is 225 

miles from the Woodlands, Texas, where we lived. 

We had a number of memorable Christmases in The Woodlands, and later in Austin, and later 

yet in College Station. We have celebrated Christmas with each of our kids, and grandkids, and 

now we look forward to celebrating with our great grandkids. 

So what is your favorite Christmas? I am still giving consideration to those that we have had 

and to those that we will celebrate. God has been great to Mary and Jerry and our family. 

 

Murphy’s Law for genealogists: Your ancestor’s maiden name will be recorded on the one 

record page that is missing!! 

 

CAMELS ARRIVE IN TEXAS,1856 

BY HENRY HANSON 

 In the spring of 1856, the first ship load of camels arrived at Indianola, 

Texas as part of an U.S. Army experiment in the use of camels versus mules 

for freight purposes in the Army.  The camels were herded inland to Camp 

Verde, about 60 miles northwest of San Antonio near Comfort, Texas. 

In September 1856, the first trial of camel capabilities came when three 

wagons with six mule wagon teams and six camels with packs headed to the 

San Antonio depot at the Alamo to bring back oats and feed to Camp Verde. The camels took a 

rather direct route through the Texas Hill Country and made the round trip in 54 hours. Each 

camel carried a load of 608 pounds. The mule wagons carried 1,834 pounds each, but they 

followed a longer route along the primitive roads west of San Antonio. Because they could not 

return until the mule teams had rested, they took 96 hours to return to Camp Verde. 

The next month, 12 camels were in the city when caught in a heavy downpour, but the camels’ 

packs were nonetheless loaded with 325 pounds of supplies, and again, they returned to Camp 

Verde in 54 hours. The Army was ecstatic as it was reported, “Camels thrive in this climate…two 

full mule teams play out on a San Antonio test haul; the camels saunter ahead of 

schedule…troopers are accepting the animals (with less profanity…).” However, the enthusiastic 

views of the local tests were preliminary since plans called for more severe tests. 

   Hybrid Camel 



After the war when Federal troops returned to the area in July 1865, they took possession of 

the camels at Camp Verde, but the Reconstruction government would not appropriate funds to 

further test camels. In March 1866, the Army Quartermaster received orders to sell the 

camels in Army possession, and they moved to San Antonio where circuses, zoos, and individuals 

bought them at government auction. 

Camels have a series of physiological adaptations that allow them to withstand long periods of 

time without any external source of water. Unlike other mammals, their red blood cells are oval 

rather than circular in shape. These oval-shaped cells facilitate the flow of red blood cells 

during dehydration, which helps withstand high osmotic variation without rupturing when 

drinking large amounts of water. A 1,300 lb. camel can drink 53 gallons of water in three 

minutes. 

Camels are able to withstand changes in body temperature and water consumption that would 

kill most other animals. Their temperature ranges from 93 °F at dawn and steadily increases to 

104 °F by sunset, before they cool off at night again. Maintaining the brain temperature within 

certain limits is critical for animals; to assist this, camels have a complex of arteries and veins 

lying very close to each other, which utilizes countercurrent blood flow to cool blood flowing to 

the brain.  

The hybrid camel, a hybrid between Bactrian and Dromedary camels, has one hump. The hybrid 

is 7 ft., 1 inch tall at the shoulder and 7 ft., 7 inches tall at the hump. It weighs an average of 

1,430 lbs. and can carry around 880 to 990 lbs., which is more than either the Dromedary or 

Bactrian can carry. 

Prior to the Civil War, the use of camels was a great idea when introduced by then Secretary of 

War Jefferson Davis, but after the war, regardless how good the idea was, it was a political 

failure. Sound familiar ? 

 

 

  TRIVIA  QUESTION:  Who was the only woman to be awarded  

the MEDAL OF HONOR?  

(answer on page 7  in the newsletter ) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_blood_cell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osmosis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_temperature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hybrid_camel


 

Introducing Mary Ann Morris Thompson Mç âÙë ×ãàéáâ, ëÜÝ×Ü ëÝàà list and describe 

free, informative genealogy websites  Ýâ ÙÕ×Ü åéÕæèÙæàí ÝççéÙş.  

 

NOTEWORTHY 

BY MARY ANN MORRIS THOMPSON 

 

Smoky Mountain Ancestral Quest 

<https://www.smokykin.com/tng/> 

This site offers genealogy of more than 65,000 Smoky Mountain Tennessee families, including 

many stories and photos. 

****** 

Genealogy Search Engine 

<http://genealogyintime.com/tools/genealogy-search-engine.html> 

To dedicated genealogy search engines, Genealogy Search Engine and Family Tree Search 

Engines, are the most powerful free sites available on the internet. Combined, they search 

billions of online genealogy records from the U.S., Canada, United Kingdom, Ireland, Europe, 

Australia and New Zealand to the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Middle East and Latin America. They 

concentrate on 1,000+ websites. 

****** 

Family Tree Searcher 

<http://www.familytreesearcher.com/> 

Search family trees at 11 online family tree databases by entering your ancestor information 

just once. This free service creates the best family tree searches based on your ancestry.  

****** 

 

https://www.smokykin.com/tng/
http://genealogyintime.com/tools/genealogy-search-engine.html


GenealogyPlace.com: A Complete Genealogy Search Solution 

<http://www.genealogyplace.com/> 

Do you get too many garbage links when you search for a genealogy record? This site bills itself 

as the most powerful, unique finder of correct genealogical data on the Web.  

****** 

250+ Killer Digital Libraries and Archives 

<http://oedb.org/ilibrarian/250-plus-killer-digital-libraries-and-archives/> 

A feature of the iLibrarian blog from the Open Education Database (OEDb) is a list of over 250 

excellent digital libraries and archives. The list is categorized by state; within each state, 

resources are alphabetized. 
 

 

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION: 

Dr. Mary Edwards Walker 

After the Civil War, the United States Congress awarded Mary Edwards Walker the highest 

United States Armed Forces decoration for bravery, the Medal of Honor, for her efforts as a 

doctor during the War Between the States. She is still the only woman to receive the Medal of 

Honor. Mary Edwards was an usual woman for this period of history: she was an early feminist, a 

proponent of women’s dress reform (she was arrested many times for impersonating a man), a 

spy, an abolitionist, a prisoner of war and a surgeon.  

In 1855 Mary graduated from Syracuse Medical College in New York 

with a medical degree; shortly after graduation, Mary E. Walker 

married Albert Miller, a fellow student, in a ceremony that, as a 

feminist, she eliminated the word “obey” from their marriage vows and 

never took his name. She also set a new style note for her wedding 

dress as she replaced the traditional wedding gown and veil with men’s 

trousers, a dress coat and a top hat! Mary E. Walker thought pants 

were more practical than wearing tight-fitting corsets that could cut 

off circulation and heavy skirts that were too hot for summer months.  

Mary and her new husband started a joint medical practice soon after their wedding, but it 

failed; their patients were few in number as people in the late 1850s did not trust a female 

physician. The marriage failed shortly after the Walker-Miller practice failed.  

  Mary E. Walker 



Mary volunteered with the Union Army shortly after war was declared in 1861. She served as a 

surgeon in Washington, D.C., though at that time women physicians were not considered fit for 

service in the Union Army.  She was forced to begin her army career performing the duties of a 

nurse. In 1863 when a regiment’s doctor died, Mary volunteered as his replacement; however, 

she was denied that position as staff doctors declared they “needed someone who knew more 

than most housewives.”  

Later she gained a position as a surgeon with the 52nd Ohio.  She was respected by the 52nd 

regiment for her skills as a surgeon and was known for her reluctance to amputate, which many 

wounded soldiers appreciated. 

Mary was often seen crossing between the Union and Confederate battle lines, treating any 

soldier or civilian she thought needed her help. She was arrested as a spy by the Confederates   

on one of her crossings into their area and sent as a prisoner of war to 

Richmond, Virginia where she remained until released in a prisoner 

exchange. 

Although Mary Walker was a good doctor who bravely treated both 

wounded soldiers and civilians, she failed to receive any pay until the war 

was almost over. She had to fight for a commission, but after the war, 

her courageous service was recognized and she became the first (and 

only) woman to receive the Medal of Honor.  

However, her war story didn’t end with her award selection...in 1917 

Congress retracted our country’s highest military award from anyone 

who had not engaged in combat. Over 900 medals were returned, but Mary refused the order to 

return her medal. She kept hers and wore it on a ribbon around her neck until she died in 1919. 

Her award was finally reinstated in 1977. 

Following the end of the war in 1865, Mary became a writer and lecturer supporting the early 

women’s suffrage movement until her death at the age of 86.  

Mary E. Walker, a fearless, compassionate woman who was born, perhaps, a century too soon, is  

buried in Rural Cemetery in Oswego, New York. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

UPCOMING RAMBLER PROGRAMS 
BY RICH & CAROL BOIVIE 

 

JAN. 25, 2017 – “What’s New at Family Search” – Marion Hunter 

FEB. 22, 2017 – “Czech Research” – Anna Bigelow  

MAR 29, 2017 – “DNA Explained” - Jane Magill 

 

GENEALOGY COMPUTER USERS GROUP 
BY JERRY MARKOWICH 

 

JAN. 18, 2017 – “Tools for Genealogy - 2017”   

 

FEB. 15, 2017 – “Keeping Up with New Family History Sites” 

 

MAR. 15, 2017 – “What’s New at Family Tree Maker” 

 

   

To forget oneôs ancestors 

is to be a brook without a source,  

a tree without a root.  

A Chinese Proverb  



 

EVER NOTICE THE HISTORICAL MARKER BY BAYLOR 

SCOTT & WHITE HOSPITAL? 
 

Ever notice the historical marker near the entrance to Baylor Scott & White Hospital on Rock 

Prairie Road, College Station, TX? Neither had we and we’re probably not alone in not taking 

time to read a nearby Texas historical marker. 

 

The Rock Prairie marker tells the story beginning in 1891 of a small congregation of Baptists 

from Germany, who built a school and church at what is now 2405 Rock Prairie. Years later, 

another building replaced the original church at that same location on Rock Prairie, but in 1984 a 

much larger church was built about a mile west at 5000 Rock Prairie. 

 

On Sunday, August 28, 2016, members of the Rock Prairie 

Baptist Church held a brief ceremony for the Texas Historical 

Marker, which was recently re-installed on Scott & White Drive 

in College Station. It’s situated on the southern property line of 

the original church; the northwest corner of the marker points 

toward the actual site of the church’s first building. 

 

The ceremony took place exactly 125 years from the date of 

that property’s deed, which granted a one-acre tract from 

Adam Royder to the Trustees of the Wellborn School District 

(named: E. Gandy, J.H. McGregor, and William Symms). The deed 

stipulated that the property is “for the purpose of building upon same a house to be used as a 

School House & Church.” 

The church, Rock Prairie Baptist Church, was 

located at the intersection of several rural roads, 

which had formerly been only trails. On the 

southwest side of the church, along the original 

survey line between the Thomas Caruthers one 

league (4428 acres) land grant and the Robert 

Stevenson one league grant, was a road running to 

Boonville, later Bryan, and southward to Millican. 

Just southeast of the church was the road heading 

east to Sulphur Springs on the Navasota River and 

on to Anderson. Branching off of the Sulphur 

Springs Road within the Rock Prairie Community was the Cartwheel Prairie Road, now known as 

 



Bird Pond Road, heading toward Ferguson Crossing on the Navasota River. It also connected 

Rock Prairie to Coleview and Bethel, which later became Harvey Road.  

 

Just one more quotation for 2016………… 

ñHistory remembers only the celebrated, genealogy remembers 

them all.ò 

Lawrence Overmire  
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